E-bike use cuts demand for oil

SALES of electric vehicles (EVs) are steadily increasing, but e-bikes are
way ahead when it comes to cutting back on the use of fossil fuels.

In 2022, more than 20 million electric vehicles plus 1.3 million EVs used
for businesses, including trucks and buses, were being driven worldwide.
This year, more than one million electric cars are likely to be sold in the
US, which is the highest figure ever. But road users appear to prefer
fewer wheels, as there are now more than 280 million electric mopeds,
scooters, motorbikes and three-wheelers on the road worldwide.

Although electric cars are helping to reduce the demand for oil, e-bikes
and scooters are cutting that need by four times as much. It has been
calculated that the switch to electric two- and three-wheelers is slashing
demand by one million barrels of oil every day. In addition, e-scooters
can emit 45% less carbon dioxide than petrol-powered vehicles.

E-bikes and scooters are popular in many countries, including India
and China. Although they may not be ideal for lengthy journeys, it's
surprising how much drivers rely on their cars for short trips. In the US,
60% of all car journeys are no longer than 10km, so maybe it's time for
even more people to switch from a car to an electric bike or scooter.

GLASGOW

City plans green future

The University of Glasgow and Glasgow City Council have revealed a new
plan for a greener future, called the Thriving Glasgow Portrait. It's a set of
guidelines designed to help officials, organisations and local residents to
achieve net zero emissions by 2030. Net zero means that human activity
will cause zero greenhouse gases to be released into the atmosphere,
through both reducing emissions and finding ways to absorb the harmful
gases that are causing climate change. The Portrait contains 44 goals,
including ‘Glasgow gets all its energy from renewable sources that
everyone can afford’” and ‘All residents breathe healthy, unpolluted air
within safe guidelines'.

The University
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Read the sentences and tick which one is higher in each pair.

The number of electric vehicles driven worldwide in 2022.

The number of electric cars likely to be sold in the US this
year.

The number of electric vehicles used for businesses
driven worldwide in 2022.

The number of electric mopeds, scooters motorbikes
and three-wheelers on the road.

The amount electric cars are helping to reduce the
demand for oil.

The amount electric bikes and scooters are helping to
reduce the demand for oil.

The amount of carbon emitted by petrol-based vehicles.
The amount of carbon emitted by e-scooters.

Can you think of more types of transport that have four
wheels or more types of transport that have two or three wheels?
What is the evidence that road users prefer fewer wheels?

Which of these is not a benefit of the move to two and three
wheeled electric vehicles?

One million fewer barrels of oil are needed every day.
They emit 45% less carbon than petrol-powered vehicles.
60% of car journeys in the US are no longer than 10km.

-

Why do you think e-scooters aren’t ideal for long journeys?

Which groups of people can help Glasgow to reach net zero
by 2030?

Which of these will not help to achieve net zero?

reducing greenhouse gases
increasing greenhouse gases
absorbing greenhouse gases

Fill in the missing letters to make some of the goals of the
Thriving Glasgow Portrait.

UN _ POLLUTED AIR

ENEWABLE SOURCES OF ENERGY

ENE _ GY EVERYONE CAN AFFORD

WITH _ N SAFE GUIDELINES

Which word is spelled out down the middle?

Write down five goals that would make the future greener.
It could be a goal for yourself, your home or your school.
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COP28 NEWS / B
KIDS Against Plastic is a charity
that aims to teach young people

about environmental issues, )

such as plastic pollutionand

the climate crisis, and to inspire ~

n G n I N s T people to take action. /4

by Kids Against Plastic

IN 2015, the United Nations (UN) launched its Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), which are 17 goals for a better future that the world needs
to work towards. The goals are complex, ambitious, and deal with
many urgent issues, but the UN stressed that this doesn’t mean
we should all just wait for world leaders to take the action. The
SDGs won't be achieved unless we all come together to make
a difference.

Fast forward to 2023, with COP28 shortly approaching, and
this message couldn’'t be more relevant. COP stands for
Conference of the Parties, a summit where the nations of the "
world come together to discuss important environmental

/

[

issues. This year will be the 28th summit. Sea at the same time as we are seeing extreme climate-related flooding
Despite decades of COP events, there has hasn’t been enough in Scotland.

action from politicians and businesses and the climate is on track to be If we want things to change, we need to see our world leaders act like

3°C warmer. they take the climate seriously. We need to see them take the clear steps
Here in the UK, we've proven to be great at setting climate targets, required towards reaching targets that they have set — and now.

but rubbish at sticking to them. For example, the UK government has And we, as young people, have an important part to play in making that

committed to reducing the amount of greenhouse gases caused by change happen. We might not be at COP ourselves, but by making our

human activity to zero (called net zero) by the year 2050. However, our own individual changes to help the planet, and most importantly, keeping

politicians are still licensing new oil and gas drilling projects in the North the pressure on those in power, we can all help to make a difference.
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Questions on: ‘Kids Against Plastic’

la) Who wrote this article?
1b) What are their aims?

2) What do these letters stand for?

-
@ UN:

® SDGs:

® COFP:

- J

3) Which of these is evidence that world leaders haven't taken
enough action on the climate?

D There are 17 Sustainable Development Goals
D This is the 28th COP summit
D The climate is on track to be 3°C warmer

4a) Which two of these has the UK government done?

( )

Committed to reducing greenhouse gases by 2050
Committed to increasing greenhouse gases by 2050

Licensed new oil and gas drilling projects in the
North Sea

Stopped new oil and gas drilling projects in the
North Sea

) OO

4b) How do these things work against each other?

5) What evidence is there that climate change is affecting the
UK?

6) What are Kids Against Plastic calling on world leaders to do
now?

7) What are Kids Against Plastic calling on young people to do
now?

) Writing an article in First News is one way young people can
get their voices heard. Write down some ideas for other ways
you might be able to get your voices heard by people in power.




ANIMAL NEWS

STAR SEALS SWIM
FREE IN CORNWALL

A GREY seal pup nhamed after the famous actor Dame Judi Dench has
been returned to the wild in Cornwall.

Judi Dench the seal was found injured and thirsty on a beach last
October. Judi and two other seals, named after the actors Owen Wilson
and Jack Black, were set free at Perranuthnoe, near Penzance. This was
the Cornish Seal Sanctuary’s first release of seals into the wild this season.

The sanctuary, which takes care of about 70 seal pups each year, has
reminded everyone to leave any seal pups they see alone and to keep
dogs at a safe distance.

Leanne Atwood, the fundraising manager, explained that the actor was
thrilled about the seal’'s name.

Atwood said: “l did speak to her and her daughter yesterday and,
unfortunately, they can’t make it down, but they are very excited.”

eVl Maker ; y Judi Dench the seal

R L. g Zizzi and Rihanna

New zebra shark duo
to boost species

TWO young zebra sharks, Zizzi and Rihanna, have been welcomed at
Weymouth Sea Life Adventure Park in Dorset.

Zebra sharks, which turn from striped to spotted as they grow, are
under threat from over-fishing and hunting. Experts hope the sharks will
breed in Weymouth and increase their species’ numbers, as they are
endangered in the wild.

Aquarist Georgina Wyeth said: “Hopefully, they’'ll breed and we'll get our
own little zebra shark youngsters.” She added that the creatures are very
friendly to anyone who goes in to clean their tank. “They are very friendly
¢ and like to bump into us for a little stroke now and again.”

!, Cornish Seal Ssanctuary
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Questions on: Animal News

Look at both stories.

la) Which of these are not names of animals in the news this

week?

s

.

DOO0000O

Judi
Owen
Jack
Leanne
Zizzi
Rihanna

Georgina

J

1b) Which of these animals now live in the wild?
Look at the story ‘Star seals swim free in Cornwall'.

2) Why does the headline use the term ‘Star seals’?

3) Which of these sentences is false?

B
D This is the first time the Cornish Seal Sanctuary
has ever released seals into the wild.

D The sanctuary takes care of about 70 seal pups
each year.

D The sanctuary says people should leave any seal
pups they see alone.

D The sanctuary says people should keep dogs at a

safe distance from seal pups.
. J/

4a) Name the two people who are excited by the release of the
seals?

4b) How do you think the seals might be feeling?

Look at the story ‘New zebra shark duo to boost species’

5) Find two facts about zebra sharks.

6) How might Zizzi and Rihanna help to boost zebra shark
numbers?

7) From reading the story, does it seem like Zizzi and Rihanna
are happy in their new home? Explain why/why not.

Look at both stories.
8) If you could be a sea creature, what would you be? What

would your name be? Would you prefer to live in the wild or at
a sea life centre? Explain your reasons.




CRAZY BUT TRUE

MINI MOUSTACHE ON
A BLOOD CELL

SCIENTISTS in Melbourne, Australia, have teamed up with the Australian
Red Cross Lifeblood charity to create the world’s smallest moustache -
on a red blood cell.

The tiny ‘tache is made of metal and measures just five micrometres
long, which is 800 times smaller than the average garden ant!

It was designed in support of the men'’s health charity, Movember,
which encourages men worldwide to grow moustaches in November
in order to raise awareness of men’s health issues. The moustache was
created on a blood cell to highlight the importance of blood donation in
men’s health.

The moustache shape was made using a super powerful microscope
and a very steady hand.

Bernie Orelup, who works for the scientific centre in Melbourne, says
they created “a symbol of support for men’s health that's invisible to the
naked eye but carries a powerful message.”
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By gum! Woman
breaks tooth record

A 26-YEAR-OLD Indian woman has broken the Guinness World Record
for having the most teeth in a woman’s mouth, with a whopping 38!

Kalpana Balan has six more teeth than the average adult, who typically
has 32 (16 in the top row and 16 in the bottom row). Kalpana has four
extra teeth on her bottom row and two extra teeth on her top row.

The extra teeth, which are known as supernumerary teeth, started
appearing when she was a teenager.

Kalpana originally planned to have the extra teeth removed, but
dentists advised her to wait until they were fully grown.

Ultimately, she decided to keep them because they didn’t cause her
any discomfort.

She has also been told that she might even grow two more teeth in the
future.




Fill in the missing letters in the facts about the mini
moustache.

Itis ade of metal.

..................

What word do the missing letters spell?
Find two reasons why the mini moustache was created.

Which two words have been put together to create the
name ‘Movember’?

Which of these is not something Bernie Orelup says about
the moustache?

It is a symbol of support for men'’s health.
It is Invisible to the naked eye.

It is a weird thing to create.

It has a powerful message.

How many teeth does Kalpana have...

In total:

On her top row:

On her bottom row:

How is this different from an average adult?

Which of these words could replace ‘supernumerary’?

amazing
extra
comfortable

Find two reasons why Kalpana didn’'t have the extra teeth
removed.

Here's a fun fact for you! In 2007, First News
received the Guinness World Record for
producing the world’s smallest newspaper,
which was only 22 millimetres wide and
32 millimetres high! If you were going
to try to break any world record, what
would it be, and why? Why not research
some ideas? (Remember to ask a
trusted adult before going online.)




