
News Puzzle       Issue 913    15th – 21st December 2023

This stories are from pages 3 and 12 of this week’s issue of First News. Read the stories, and then 
try the puzzle. To help you we have underlined the answers to the crossword puzzle clues in the 
stories – but you will need to match the correct word with each clue!

CRAZY BUT TRUE

ACROSS
3) An object that is displayed in a home or garden 
(noun 8)
5) The act of getting rid of something that is no 
longer wanted or needed (noun 8)
7) An open-pit mine used to extract minerals 	
(noun 6)
8) A tube-shaped weapon that travels through the 
air and explodes when it reaches its target (noun 7)

DOWN
1) Small, soft, red fruit that can be eaten raw 
or cooked as a vegetable (noun 6)
2) The force that causes things to drop to 
the ground (noun 7)
4) Relating to a country’s ships and people who fight 
at sea (adjective 5)
6) A small garden tool used for digging 			
or removing weeds (noun 6)

Astronauts find 
missing space 
tomato

A tomato grown on 
the International 

Space StationN
A

SA

A tomato that vanished for eight months on the 
International Space Station (ISS) has finally been 
found. Astronauts have been growing tomatoes 
on board the ISS as part of studies into growing 
crops in space. Astronaut Frank Rubio harvested 
one of the first ever space tomatoes, but then 
managed to lose it! The tomato had floated away, 
as there is almost no gravity on the ISS, but Rubio’s 
colleagues joked that he must have eaten it. Rubio 
said he spent 18 to 20 hours trying to find the Red 
Robin dwarf tomato “so I could prove I did not 
eat it!” However, it was fellow astronaut Jasmin 
Moghbeli who finally found it and brought an end 
to the space tomato hunt. It’s not known where 
she found the tomato, or what it now looks like.

A COUPLE got a very big shock 
last week when it turned out that 
their garden ornament was an 
unexploded naval missile from the 
19th century.

Jeffrey and Sian Edwards had 
had the bomb in their garden ever 
since they moved in in 1982, but the 
previous owners of their house say 
it had been there for more than 100 
years.

Apparently, the missile was 
found on a local beach and taken 
on a “very bouncy seven-mile 
ride” back to the house on a horse 
and cart. Mr and Mrs Edwards, 
who thought it was just an empty 

shell, said that over the years, the 
bomb had been hit with sticks and 
even used as a target for kids to 
throw hoops over. Mrs Edwards 
said she would also regularly bash 
her trowel on it after gardening to 
knock the soil off! The missile had 
even been painted a nice shade of 
red, to match the house’s window 
ledges.  

After the bomb was spotted by 
a passing policeman, a disposal 
team from the Army took it away 
and detonated it safely in an old 
quarry nearby. Mr Edwards said 
that losing the bomb was like 
seeing “an old friend going”.

A blast from the past
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Experts from the Army’s bomb disposal 
unit prepare to detonate the missile
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