
Notes and guidance 
In this small step, children count forwards and backwards 
between 20 and 50

Chanting games, such as “I count, you count”, give children the 
opportunity to count from different starting points alongside 
their peers. 

Number tracks and half-hundred squares are useful 
representations to support children counting up to 50. When 
counting on a half-hundred square, ensure that they recognise 
the convention of moving to the next row after reaching a 
multiple of 10

Key questions

•	 What number comes next?

•	 What number comes after  ?

•	 Will you say the number  when counting from   
to  ?

•	 What numbers sound similar?

•	 What number comes before  ?

Possible sentence stems

•	 The number that comes after  is 

•	 The number that comes before  is 

•	 I will/will not say the number  , because …Things to look out for

•	 As children have become familiar with teen numbers, they 
may use these interchangeably with multiples of 10, for 
example saying “thirteen” instead of “thirty”.

•	 When counting backwards from a multiple of 10, children 
may start going forwards again, for example 42, 41, 40, 41 

•	 Children may reverse the digits of 2-digit numbers, for 
example writing “41” as “14”. 

National Curriculum links

•	 Count to and across 100, forwards and backwards, beginning with 
zero or 1, or from any given number

•	 Identify and represent numbers using objects and pictorial 
representations including the number line, and use the language of: 
equal to, more than, less than (fewer), most, least
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•	 Complete the number tracks.

40 41 42 43

32 31 30

Key learning

	 Encourage children to collect  
more than 20 natural objects.  
Discuss how lining the objects up  
can make them easier to count.

Divide children into groups.

As you point to a group, they begin counting from 1. 
When you point to another group, they continue the 
count. Keep switching between groups.

To increase the challenge, point upwards when you 
want children to count on from the last number 
counted and point down for them to count back.

Put children in pairs and give them  
a half-hundred square.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40

41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50

Ask children to take it in turns to count forwards or 
backwards from a given number.

While one child counts aloud, their partner checks  
by moving their finger on the half-hundred square. 
They then swap roles.

Using a puppet, model counting forwards or 
backwards from 20 to 50 with deliberate mistakes, 
such as saying “fourteen” instead of “forty” or not 
continuing in the correct direction after counting  
a multiple of 10

Ask children to help the puppet to count correctly.
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29, 39

He has started 
counting forwards 
after counting 40

Tiny counts up from  
24 to 40

Which of the numbers will Tiny say?

49
    

29
    

19
    

39

Ron is counting back from 43

What mistake has Ron made?

15, 16, 17, 18, 22, 23, 24

Jo has reversed the digits when writing 31

Complete the number track.

19 20 21

Jo is counting.

What mistake has she made?

Reasoning and problem solving 

28, 29, 30, 13, 32 43, 42, 41,  
40, 41, 42
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