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   Introduction 
The mission of The Writing For Pleasure Centre is to help all young people become passionate and 
successful writers. We look to accomplish this goal by investigating what world-class writing teaching 
might be. We do this through:  
 
• Our school residencies, teacher training institutes and classroom workshops. 
• Curriculum development and creating resources. 
• Conducting, disseminating and publishing 

research.  
• Working with children, teachers, school leaders, 

teacher-educators and charities. 
 
We have developed our research-rich website and 
pedagogy to share the most effective teaching 
practices. It’s our hope that teachers regard The 
Writing For Pleasure Centre website as a place where 
they can access a specialist network and continued 
professional development that is free. 
 
 

The Research Base 
 

For the past fifty years, research has been consistent about what great writing teaching involves. 
Despite this, we as teachers can be inundated by a variety of approaches and training, all promising a lot 
but often lacking the necessary grounding to be successful in the long-term. This is why our website and 
pedagogy is based on the following: 

• Extensive scientific research into the most effective writing instruction. 
• Case studies of what the best performing teachers of writing do that makes the difference. 
• Our own research into a Writing For Pleasure pedagogy. 
• The wisdom of professional writers. 

 
If you’re new to the idea of a Writing For Pleasure pedagogy, you can read all about it at 
writing4pleasure.com 
 

The Writing For Pleasure Centre functions both as a think tank and as an action research community. 
The result is that we are continually engaged in sharing effective practices, case studies and research 
findings. 
 
We are fortunate to be supported by our close links to national literacy associations like The UKLA and 
The National Literacy Trust as well as with academics, exceptional teachers of writing and teacher 
training universities both at home and abroad. 
 
Finally, if you’re interested in becoming more involved in our work, you can contact us at: 
hello@writing4pleasure.com  
 

The authors have dedicated a great deal of time and effort to writing the content of this booklet, and their 
written expression is protected by copyright law. We respectfully ask that you do not adapt, reuse, or copy 

anything on third-party (whether for-profit or not-for-profit) lesson-sharing websites. This resource is for the 
purchasing institution only. As always, we are happy to answer any questions you may have at 

www.writing4plesaure.com/contact 
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Why make a memoir picturebook? 
 

Memoir picture books are fun because you get to share little stories of 
things that happened to you with other people. These can be funny, 
silly or serious things that have happened to you. You can share these 
books with anyone but especially friends and family. 
 

Memoirs can be about the smallest moments in your life. 
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Publishing & Performing Menu 
Choose how you’d like to publish or perform your finished writing! 

 

● Read it out during class sharing times 
(in your own or in another class). 

● Have a live debate or political 
discussion evening centred around 
the writing. 

● Read it out during assembly. 
● Have a slam poetry evening. 
● Have a lunchtime or after school 

‘coffee house’ read-aloud club. 
● Have a publishing party or a writers’ 

picnic. 
● Hold special writing celebration 

evenings or exhibitions where the 
community can be invited in to read, 
hear or see live/videoed 
performances. 

● Put it in a frame or give it as a gift. 
● Put it on your bedroom wall. 
● Put it in the bathroom for people to 

read on the loo or while they’re in 
the bath. 

● Leave it in the car to read during 
traffic jams. 

● Turn it into a presentation. 
● Turn it into a film. 
● Turn it into a piece of artwork. 
● Add it to the class or school library. 
● Send it to another school either here 

or abroad. 
● Send it in the post to a friend or a 

family member. 
● Take it home to share with the 

family. 
● Mail it to a person who needs to 

read it. 
● Send it to an expert, charity or 

association to see what they think. 

● Collect it together with other pieces 
to make an anthology. 

● Share with another class via their 
class library. 

● Enter it into year group, school, local 
or national writing competition. 

● Send it to a local or national 
newspaper, magazine or fanzine. 

● Publish it online. 
● Publish it in the school newsletter or 

newspaper. 
● Have a ‘lecture day’ where people 

can sign up to hear different 
speakers discuss what they’ve learnt 
during class topics. 

● Put on a book or poetry sale. You can 
sell your writing - especially if people 
know it’s going to a good cause. It 
can feel good knowing your 
thoughts, passions and ideas are 
worth money.  

● Make an audio recording for the 
class library or school website. 

● Suggest that it be used as an 
‘exemplar-text’, when the writing is 
kept by your teacher to help teach 
next year’s class. 

● Ask if you can place it anonymously 
in local establishments such as: 
libraries, places of worship, local 
history centres, museums, art 
galleries, train stations, bus stops, 
bookshops, cornershop windows, 
lamp posts, gates, fences, takeaways, 
retirement homes, cafes, coffee-
houses, pubs, sports-clubs, dentists’ 
or doctors’ surgeries, on buses or 
trains. 
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Using Sound Spellings 

Say it slow 
 

Listen for the 
sounds 

 

Think. What 
letters? 

(use your sound 
and letter mat) 

 

Write it down 
 



© The Writing For Pleasure Centre: Ross Young & Felicity Ferguson 
For the purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free.    

Planning River 

 

 

Start 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

End 
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 Memoirs Based On Feelings 
 

 Write down some moments when you’ve felt these emotions and pick one to   
 become your memoir. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



© The Writing For Pleasure Centre: Ross Young & Felicity Ferguson 
For the purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free.    

Example Checklist Year One 
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Example Checklist Year Two 
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Example Editing Checklist Year One 
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Example Editing Checklist Year Two 
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Example Editing Checklist Year Two 

 

 


