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Introduction

The mission of The Writing For Pleasure Centre is to help all young people become passionate and
successful writers. We look to accomplish this goal by investigating what world-class writing teaching
might be. We do this through:

e Our school residencies, teacher training institutes and classroom workshops.

e Curriculum development and creating resources.

e Conducting, disseminating and publishing
research.

o Working with children, teachers, school leaders,
teacher-educators and charities.

We have developed our research-rich website and
pedagogy to share the most effective teaching
practices. It's our hope that teachers regard The
Writing For Pleasure Centre website as a place where
they can access a specialist network and continued
professional development that is free.

The Research Base

For the past fifty years, research has been consistent about what great writing teaching involves.
Despite this, we as teachers can be inundated by a variety of approaches and training, all promising a lot
but often lacking the necessary grounding to be successful in the long-term. This is why our website and
pedagogy is based on the following:

¢ Extensive scientific research into the most effective writing instruction.

¢ Case studies of what the best performing teachers of writing do that makes the difference.
e Our own research into a Writing For Pleasure pedagogy.

¢ The wisdom of professional writers.

If you’re new to the idea of a Writing For Pleasure pedagogy, you can read all about it at
writing4pleasure.com

The Writing For Pleasure Centre functions both as a think tank and as an action research community.
The result is that we are continually engaged in sharing effective practices, case studies and research
findings.

We are fortunate to be supported by our close links to national literacy associations like The UKLA and
The National Literacy Trust as well as with academics, exceptional teachers of writing and teacher
training universities both at home and abroad.

Finally, if you're interested in becoming more involved in our work, you can contact us at:
hello@writingdpleasure.com

The authors have dedicated a great deal of time and effort to writing the content of this booklet, and their
written expression is protected by copyright law. We respectfully ask that you do not adapt, reuse, or copy

anything on third-party (whether for-profit or not-for-profit) lesson-sharing websites. This resource is for the

purchasing institution only. As always, we are happy to answer any questions you may have at
www.writingdplesaure.com/contact

© The Writing For Pleasure Centre: Ross Young & Felicity Ferguson
For the purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free.




Why make a memoir picturebook?

Memoir picture books are fun because you get to share little stories of
things that happened to you with other people. These can be funny,
silly or serious things that have happened to you. You can share these
books with anyone but especially friends and family.

Memoirs can be about the smallest moments in your life.
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Read it out during class sharing times
(in your own or in another class).
Have a live debate or political
discussion evening centred around
the writing.

Read it out during assembly.

Have a slam poetry evening.

Have a lunchtime or after school
‘coffee house’ read-aloud club.
Have a publishing party or a writers’
picnic.

Hold special writing celebration
evenings or exhibitions where the
community can be invited in to read,
hear or see live/videoed
performances.

Put it in a frame or give it as a gift.
Put it on your bedroom wall.

Put it in the bathroom for people to
read on the loo or while they’re in
the bath.

Leave it in the car to read during
traffic jams.

Turn it into a presentation.

Turn it into a film.

Turn it into a piece of artwork.

Add it to the class or school library.
Send it to another school either here
or abroad.

Send it in the post to a friend or a
family member.

Take it home to share with the
family.

Mail it to a person who needs to
read it.

Send it to an expert, charity or
association to see what they think.
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Publishing & Performing Menu

Choose how you’d like to publish or perform your finished writing!

Collect it together with other pieces
to make an anthology.

Share with another class via their
class library.

Enter it into year group, school, local
or national writing competition.
Send it to a local or national
newspaper, magazine or fanzine.
Publish it online.

Publish it in the school newsletter or
newspaper.

Have a ‘lecture day’ where people
can sign up to hear different
speakers discuss what they’ve learnt
during class topics.

Put on a book or poetry sale. You can
sell your writing - especially if people
know it’s going to a good cause. It
can feel good knowing your
thoughts, passions and ideas are
worth money.

Make an audio recording for the
class library or school website.
Suggest that it be used as an
‘exemplar-text’, when the writing is
kept by your teacher to help teach
next year’s class.

Ask if you can place it anonymously
in local establishments such as:
libraries, places of worship, local
history centres, museums, art
galleries, train stations, bus stops,
bookshops, cornershop windows,
lamp posts, gates, fences, takeaways,
retirement homes, cafes, coffee-
houses, pubs, sports-clubs, dentists’
or doctors’ surgeries, on buses or
trains.
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The GROWL in the ncjlrrb
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But no. [he cat's here on My be.dJ

“Perhaps it was the cat.”
Last a:leep.
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Using Sound Spellings

Say it slow ‘

Listen for the , ..

=
sounds
Think. What fa__a
letters? .
(use your sound
and letter mat)
N

Write itdown  /
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Planning River

Start

© The Writing For Pleasure Centre: Ross Young & Felicity Ferguson
For the purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free.

End




Planning River

Start o

© The Writing For Pleasure Centre: Ross Young & Felicity Ferguson
For the purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free.

End




Memoirs Based On Feelings

Write down some moments when you’ve felt these emotions and pick one to

become your memoir.

Surprised

=

Silly

" _——
:/‘
f

Excited

Embarrassed
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Example Checklist Year One

/ V\Qmoir %OOl(S
YEAR ONE

. Pu{' aHH(’. on the | 1ES|
Sror& of my book . ==

5 rwt my name on the
:Sron(': og MY book .

I h d.rawa s and
L@ ing o e poge.
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QJ,& Q(J@ I&ud‘\owi.
:gzﬁ'.

but T vsed words |ike:
b €Cavse. ond bat

| : when becavge
She Hwen‘e @ikome. T uged finger Spaces.
T = T used .mﬁ Jound
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Example Checklist Year Two

YEAR TWO
B Pu‘: o title on the 7ES‘,

fronfog my book. |

- IF..;;(: my ST
By Ross.Y | :S'°'\‘E-Q§- i bool. ”
<, T have dmwina; and
2 ! l “‘?—E wisbing. o vy page.

Tet gl V) T havec
ﬁf Sad J fki\ J\c’:lkc.h po

=

-

T describe what G\iny
look, £edl, Smell, Sound or
tase like. %
T wroke about Somel:kmg
ot happened inthe past,

‘when _Sow{f“‘&‘l' w;d wor;\s likes
ks or o) ecavse
meﬂcause § or whin i gk
I . T checked Hhak il
- £l ¢
(;/\’gv\j:je ) Semeone else underSteod j
¢ i rmy wrééina.
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Example Editing Checklist Year One

Editor’s checklist 711

Copitalisation
. ———
ABCD

For +itle.

ABCD
for names.

A ABCD
3' He ‘'was 4o stovrt a

sod. SentenCt.

Loy eI

U O 0O

L
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Example Editing Checklist Year Two

Editor's checklist Y2

CO&pibal 1ISation

o Jhe Da\,I ot M\/ Copitalise D

Homster. etk

oLy Rty oo D e []
Maﬂ &'\C hOMS"CY'. onimals.

® Rjrs Ah Home, Br\'sl\‘i'on , ?{oo\ferp ‘zg:fsxe.s ( ‘

st N v |
OTAQSO\O\I Mo\l 1> dac:;\e;nf-* moh&\ns.(____:.

The bog s kh:o Stovrt all Senhnc(sl l
. asS e

\}?lt:le, o.nyf (‘Y*ddl\[. with o copit \

|I lOV% L\&T ' j

i‘lsb much . v ! Proud I

—— -

USC of vocabul av‘\,

. get [ get o SR
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Example Editing Checklist Year Two

' unctuation

® Rinctuation to
end o Sentence.
® b4
e >
“d Whose i6 it ?

® I’M ’Fier! iﬂ ) ‘For contraction$

You’re Se.cm“i@ (missing letters)
'!9 “-Qg’!:-!ar\d.!. Commas in o
- list. o

Check words ‘
on WOY’d W““ \
Chheck
homoPhoncg. [:l

[common bk o

e, Common word D
dickioharies .
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