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TEN-YEAR-OLD Owen has just become the youngest
person ever to speak in the House of Commons, where
he delivered a speech all about his life on the tiny remote
island of Tristan da Cunha.

® Where is Tristan da Cunha?

Ten-year-old Owen is from the world’s most remote inhabited
(has people living there) island in the South Atlantic Ocean
called Tristan da Cunha. If you're wondering where that is, it's
about halfway between South Africa and Brazil in the wide
open ocean. Check out the map below! Tristan da Cunha

is one of 14 British overseas territories, meaning that it has
historical links to the UK and follows many of the same laws,
and the people who live there have British passports.

® What's life like on Tristan da Cunha?

As you can imagine, living on an island that’s so remote is

very different to the life that most of you are probably used to.

Check out these facts:

® There are only 230 people living on Tristan da Cunha.

® Last year in Owen'’s class at school there were only four
people, and this year there are only six.

® There's only one shop on the whole island and there are no
restaurants.

® There is a hospital, but for anything more serious, you'd need
to go by ship to Cape Town in South Africa.

® Owen'’s favourite thing to do on the island is go fishing.

Owen is from Tristan da Cunha in the
middle of the South Atlantic ocean.
It's so tiny that it doesn’t really show
on a map (see below), but if you were
to zoom in closely, it would look like
this from a bird’s-eye view
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® A long trip to Parliament in London

Owen made an epic journey to represent Tristan da Cunha at
the meeting of the Youth Parliament in London. Before this trip,
he had only left the island once before and this was his first
ever time in London. He said he couldn’t wait to explore and
see Parliament, but also noted that London was much busier
than island life, with people bumping into him!

@ Advice from an expert

Before Owen spoke in the House of Commmons, he got advice
from someone with experiencel! Sir Lindsay Hoyle MP is the
Speaker of the House of Commons, making him responsible
for the smooth running of Parliament and ensuring that all
MPs have a chance to speak. He also referees the debates. Sir
Lindsay told Owen: “Don’t worry about it. Just concentrate on
delivering your speech because the floor is yours, the House of
Commons chamber is yours at that moment. In the end, you
are the next generation of politicians.”

IT took Owen ten days to get from

Tristan da Cunha to London!

@ The speech
Owen successfully delivered his speech in the House of
Commons to a room full of Members of Youth Parliament.
He said: “My island is beautiful, but living there and getting
educated there does come with challenges. We have only
one school and just a handful of trained teachers. Our internet
connection has just got much faster. We are now learning,
playing and connecting in ways we never thought possible.
My dream is to pass my IGCSEs [international GCSEs] and
then get trained to be a mechanic. Those skills could take me
anywhere in the world. | have to leave the island to get my
training - it's expensive, and going so far from home is tough
for young people. | hope the island and UK will support me.”
Owen got a round of applause at the end of his speech, and
when FYI spoke to him afterwards he said: “It was an amazing
experience and | felt very proud of myself. | felt very emotional
when all the people were cheering for me — it's the first time
people have ever cheered for me.”

wh S
Owen getting some top tips from the
Speaker of the House of Commons
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GLOSSARY

House of Commons - the democratically elected house of the UK Parliament
MPs — Member of Parliament

Parliament - where representatives of a nation assemble to make laws and scrutinise
the actions of the government

Read the article headed From sea to speech from page 12 of issue 978 of First News.

Then, answer the following questions.

Q1) How does the main headline, From sea to speech, emphasise Owen'’s achievement?
Use evidence from the text to support your answer.
(2 marks)

02) Look at the section headed What'’s life like on Tristan da Cunha?
Find and copy one word that means isolated.
(1 mark)

03) Look at the section headed What's life like on Tristan da Cunha?
What suggests that the hospital is not very advanced or well-equipped?
(1 mark)

Q4) Look at the section headed A long trip to Parliament in London.
What suggests that Owen already knew something about London’s landmarks?
(1 mark)

05) Look at the section headed A long trip to Parliament in London.
What suggests that Owen wasn’t used to crowded places?
(1 mark)

Q6) Look at the section headed Advice from an expert.
How was Sir Lindsay Hoyle’s comment the “... floor is yours .." intended to relax Owen?
(1 mark)
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Q7) Look at the section headed The speech.
What does the | in IGCSE stand for?
(1 mark)

08) Match the section heading to its summary.
(2 marks)

Where is Tristan da Cunha? guidance from Sir Lindsay Hoyle

A long trip to Parliament in London the location of Owen’s home

Advice from an expert Owen’s hopes and challenges

The speech Owen's impressions of London

Extended response
Carefully read Owen’s speech. Then, imagine you were in his shoes. Write your own brief speech outlining your own hopes,
challenges and aspirations. If there is time, deliver it to the class as clearly and persuasively as possible.
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TEACHER ANSWERS

2a | Give or explain the meaning of words in context.

2b | Retrieve and record information or identify key details from fiction and non-fiction.

2c¢ | Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph.

2d | Make inferences from the text or explain and justify inferences with evidence from the text.

2e | Predict what might happen from details stated and implied.

2f | Identify and/or explain how information or narrative content is related and contributes to meaning as a whole.

2g Identify and/or explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrases.

2h | Make comparisons within the text.

Q1) Award 1 mark for answers that simply refer to Owen coming from a small island. Award 2 marks for answers that refer
to Owen coming from a small island, supported by other relevant details mentioned in the article, such as the distance
he had to travel or the fact that so few people live on the island. Do not award an extra mark for reasons such as his age,
which are unrelated to the size or remoteness of the island.

(NC content domain 2f)

Q2) remote
(1 mark. NC content domain 2a)

03) Award 1 mark for answers referring to the fact that people with serious medical issues have to go to Cape Town/
South Africa.
(NC content domain 2d)

Q4) He couldn't wait to see Big Ben.
(1 mark. NC content domain 2d)

Q5) Accept answers referring to the fact that people were bumping into him. Do not accept answers referring to the fact
that he noted London was busy as you can be aware of the number of people even if you are used to crowded places.
(1 mark. NC content domain 2d)

Q6) Accept answers suggesting that the comment emphasises how, when he is speaking, Owen should feel confident
because heis in charge, can't be interrupted, etc.
(1mark. NC content domain 2g)

Q7) International
(1 mark. NC content domain 2b)

Q8) Award 1 mark for two correct matches. Award 2 marks for four correct matches.

Where is Tristan da Cunha? guidance from Sir Lindsay Hoyle

A long trip to Parliament in London the location of Owen’s home

Advice from an expert Owen'’s hopes and challenges

The speech Owen's impressions of London

(NC content domain 2c)

Extended response question
Accept any reasonably crafted speech in a similar style to Owen’s. If relevant, rate the quality of the pupil’s delivery.



