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SPORT NEWS

AFTER five years of hurt, England finally regained the Soccer 
Aid for UNICEF trophy with a thrilling 6-3 victory over World XI.

With another star-studded line-up, the annual charity 
match featuring footballers and celebrities was a treat for fans 
at a sold-out Stamford Bridge.

There was a party atmosphere in London before kick-off as 
the match ball arrived by jetpack onto the centre circle. 

Then the match began, played at a high quality, as England 
took an early lead. Two ex-Chelsea players were involved, as 
Joe Cole smashed the ball past goalkeeper Petr Cech. Another 
Chelsea fan favourite, superstar Eden Hazard, then equalised 
for World XI with a free kick. 

Juventus legend Alessandro Del Piero then put World XI 2-1 
up after an assist by Usain Bolt, the 100m world record holder. 
He even had his record time of 9.58 seconds on the back 
of his shirt! Bolt would later suffer agony though, as he was 
stretchered off with a ruptured Achilles. He provided an update 
on social media after the match to say he was okay. 

Then, history was made, as Lionesses record goalscorer Ellen 
White became the first female player ever to score in Soccer 
Aid. Her goal made it 2-2 in an electric atmosphere. 

It wouldn’t be Soccer Aid without some laughs, which were 
provided by boxer Tommy Fury when he took an underarm 
throw-in. 

This year’s half-time performance was an emotional 
one. Avengers star Tom Hiddleston (England), actor Martin 
Compston (World XI), and presenters Alex Scott and Dermot 

O’Leary all gave inspirational speeches about UNICEF and why 
the money is being raised.

That was followed by a powerful performance by 
Tom Walker, before the second half kicked off. 

Perhaps unsurprisingly, the introduction of the celebrity 
goalkeepers, comedian Paddy McGuinness (England) and 
boxer Tony Bellew (World XI) saw lots more goals. Podcaster 
and Dragons’ Den star Steven Bartlett grabbed a gifted brace 
for England (look away now, Bellew!), and was joined on the 
scoresheet by ex-pros Jermain Defoe and Theo Walcott. 
Freestyle footballer Billy Wingrove got a consolation for World 
XI, before the full-time whistle sparked joyful and relieved 
scenes from the England players. 

It was a record-breaking day all-round – new goalscorers, 
the highest Soccer Aid goal tally, and over £15 million raised on 
the night for UNICEF!

That takes the total amount raised to more than £106m 
since the first match in 2006. UNICEF uses the vital funds to 
promote and protect children’s rights both in the UK and 
around the world. 

Donations for Soccer Aid for UNICEF are still open at 
socceraid.org.uk/donate. 

FOOTBALL 
CAME HOME!

NINE goals means 2024 was the 
highest-scoring Soccer Aid ever. 
The previous record was seven 
goals, when Rest of the World, as 
they were called then, beat England 
4-3 in 2008. 
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A happy homecoming to 
Stamford Bridge for Chelsea 
legend Frank Lampard, who 

coached England
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half-time performance 
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Steven Bartlett and 
Theo Walcott formed 

a lethal partnership
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GLOSSARY

World XI – one of the teams in Soccer Aid for UNICEF. XI is Roman numerals for 11 
Stamford Bridge – a football stadium in London, belonging to Chelsea Football Club
brace – when one player scores two goals in the same match
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SPORTS NEWS

1) What is Soccer Aid?

2) What is meant by ‘five years of hurt’?

3) The match is described as ‘star studded’. What do you think this means? Can you give three or more examples?

4) How is Lionesses record goalscorer Ellen White’s goal described, and why?  

5) Find examples of a time when the match:
a) had a party atmosphere
b) involved an injury
c) was funny

6) Identify some features of this article that make it effective and interesting. 

7) In what ways was the day ‘record breaking’ and ‘emotional’?

8) Can you find any examples of the ways in which UNICEF helps children? 

9) Is football a good way to raise money for charities?

10) Design your own fundraiser for UNICEF. This could be based on a hobby you enjoy or another way in which you think 
lots of money could be raised for the charity.
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AIM OF THE NEWS COMPREHENSIONS: News reports are unique non-fiction texts. Being real, they naturally engage students, 
and with the range of topics that are covered, help to develop pupils’ knowledge and understanding of the wider world 
outside the classroom. The reports are ideal for short, focused comprehension or discussion activities. Along with the 
opportunity to find fascinating facts and appreciate the opinions of those involved, there is plenty to be inferred and 
deduced to understand in more depth what is being reported. Like authors, journalists play with language, so news 
‘stories’ are rich nuggets of text to investigate and provide the opportunity for literacy programmes.

TEACHER ANSWER GUIDE: The teacher answers are intended to provide a quick reference guide. Suggestions are given for 
the 'Expected response' or starting point that pupils could give. The 'Developed response' then gives more in-depth ideas 
that students can work towards as they develop their reading comprehension skills.

For a list of the reading skills used, please email schools@firstnews.co.uk.

TEACHER ANSWERS

1. What is Soccer Aid?
READING SKILL – Find and explain information.
Expected response:
•	 A charity football match that takes place every year. 
Developed response:
•	 A charity celebrity football match that takes place every year to raise money for UNICEF. 

2. What is meant by ‘five years of hurt’?
READING SKILL – Understand vocabulary in context.
Expected response:
•	 England has lost the match against World XI for the past five years.   
Developed response:
•	 England has lost the match against World XI for the past five years. The phrase ‘years of hurt’ is often used to describe 

losing football tournaments over a long period of time. 

3. The match is described as ‘star studded’. What do you think this means? Can you give three or more examples?
READING SKILL – Understand vocabulary in context.
Expected response:
•	 Lots of celebrities took part in the game. Examples include Usain Bolt, Tom Hiddleston and Paddy McGuinness. 

4. How is Lionesses record goalscorer Ellen White’s goal described, and why?  
READING SKILL – Find and explain information.
Expected response:
•	 It is described as ‘making history’ as she was the first female player ever to score in Soccer Aid. 
Developed response:
•	 It is described as ‘making history’ as she was the first female player ever to score in Soccer Aid. It is also described as 

making for an ‘electric atmosphere’ as her goal made the score 2-2. 

5. Find examples of a time when the match:
a) had a party atmosphere
b) involved an injury
c) was funny
READING SKILL – Find and explain information.
Expected response:
•	 a) had a party atmosphere - the match ball arrived by jetpack onto the centre circle.
•	 b) involved an injury - Usain Bolt was stretchered off with a ruptured Achilles.
•	 c) was funny - Tommy Fury took an underarm throw-in. 
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6. Identify some features of this article that make it effective and interesting. 
READING SKILL – Identify benefits of text organisation and presentation. Recognise effects of language choices.
Expected response:
•	 The article describes what happens from start to finish, it includes quotes from people who were there, has pictures to 

give a visual image of the event.
Developed response:
•	 The article is in the style of a sports report, and describes the match from start to finish, building up the excitement and 

telling us about the key events. This makes us feel as if we were there. It tells us about the things that were exciting, fun 
and sad, so we feel involved. The headline is effective as it is linked to a line from a song, which is catchy. It includes 
quotes from football players who were there, giving the reader a better idea of what it was like.

7. In what ways was the day ‘record breaking’ and ‘emotional’?
READING SKILL – Find and explain information.
Expected response:
•	 ‘Record breaking’ - there were new goalscorers, the highest Soccer Aid goal tally, and over £15 million was raised for 

UNICEF.   
•	 ‘Emotional’ – presenters gave speeches about UNICEF and why the money is being raised, which will have been very 

moving. 

8. Can you find any examples of some of the ways in which UNICEF helps children? 
READING SKILL – Infer information and justify with evidence from text.
Expected response:
•	 They use the funds raised to promote and protect children’s rights in the UK and around the world.
Developed response:
•	 They use the funds raised to promote and protect children’s rights in the UK and around the world. 
•	 They help to provide clean drinking water. 
•	 They provide help to children in refugee camps, for example a little girl with a hand disability who was provided with a 

3D hand made from a printer in the camp. 

9. Is football a good way to raise money for charities?
READING SKILL – Infer information based on own knowledge (non-text based inference).
Expected response:
Pupils’ own responses but these might include the following:
•	 Yes, because it is a very popular and enjoyable sport that lots of people like so they will watch it. This means lots of 

money can be raised. Soccer Aid has raised over £106 million since it started.
•	 No, because children should be provided with the things they need. There shouldn’t have to be charity football matches 

to raise money for them, as these are their rights. 

10. Design your own fundraiser for UNICEF. This could be based on a hobby you enjoy or another way in which you think 
lots of money could be raised for the charity. 
READING SKILL – Develop personal ideas from reading news stories.
Expected response:
•	 Pupils’ own responses.


