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ANIMAL NEWS

Could you be a penguin detective?G
et

ty

THE British Antarctic Survey (BAS) wants to 
recruit ‘penguin detectives’ to help count 
emperor penguins near the South Pole! 

Researchers use satellite photos taken from 
space to monitor penguin colonies. They are 
able to spot the penguin colonies by looking for 
the reddish-brown stains of guano (which is 
the name for seabirds’ poo!) against the white 
snow. It’s lucky that they can’t smell the images, 
as penguin guano is pretty stinky! 

They’ve now used drones to take photographs 
of the penguins. They split these images into 
over 300 sections and then uploaded them onto 

the Zooniverse citizen science website. 
The BAS is now asking penguin detectives to 

count the penguins and chicks in each section. 
When the results are in, they will be fed into a 
computer in order to train AI systems to do the 
counting in the future. 

The main aims are to see how accurate 
satellite images really are in counting penguins 
and to learn how climate change is affecting 
them. 

Melting ice has caused penguin chicks to 
fall into the sea before they’ve grown their 
waterproof feathers, and that can be deadly. 

If greenhouse gases continue to rise and the 
climate continues to heat up, it’s predicted that 
emperor penguin numbers will fall by 99% by 
the end of this century, putting them on the 
brink of extinction. 

Peter Fretwell, a Geographic Information 
Officer at the BAS, said: “This is a really exciting 
opportunity for anyone who loves penguins to 
help us to learn more about the future of the 
species.” 

The website is best viewed on a desktop, 
rather than a phone. Search ‘zooniverse polar 
observatory’ to get involved! 

Penguins 
detectives 
wanted!
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Questions on: Animal News

1) Find three facts about penguin poo. 
 
2a) Which two of these haven’t been done yet? 

 
2b) Which one is being done now and which will be done in the 
future?
 
3) Find two ways the results will be used. 
 
4a) How is climate change linked to penguin chicks falling into 
the sea? 
4b) Explain why this can be deadly for the chicks. 
 
5) If greenhouse gas levels continue to rise, what percentage 
of emperor penguins is predicted be left by the end of this 
century? 

6) Do you know of any ways that humans can help to reduce 
greenhouse gases and tackle climate change? 
 
7) What is the meaning of the phrase ‘on the brink of 
extinction’? 

8) Do you agree with Peter Fretwell that becoming a penguin 
detective is an ‘exciting opportunity’? Explain why/why not.  

very near to not existing any more 

completely gone from the world 

nearly the same as always 

Researchers split the images into 300 sections. 

Penguin detectives count the penguins. 

Drones take photos of the penguins. 

AI systems count the penguins. 

Researchers upload images onto a website. 

100%

99%

1%
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MUSIC NEWS

TikTok music dispute with Universal comes 
to an end

G
et

ty Universal Music also 
looks after Taylor Swift 

Welsh singer seeks independent 
Eurovision spot

Last year’s contest 
was held in LiverpoolG

et
tyTikTok users will soon be able to enjoy music by Billie Eilish, Drake, Adele 

and other Universal Music artists again. That’s because the social media 
site and the world’s largest music label have settled a disagreement they 
had about money. Universal had removed millions of songs from TikTok, 
claiming the site didn’t pay enough. Now, they’ve agreed on a new deal, 
which will mean higher payments for artists, online safety measures to 
protect musicians and fans and stronger policies around music that’s 
been generated by AI. The agreement means that lots of videos featuring 
music have now been unmuted on TikTok.

Welsh singer Sara Davies is campaigning for Wales to have its own place 
at the Eurovision Song Contest, the international music competition that is 
shown on TV each year. The whole of the UK, including Wales, is currently 
represented a single act chosen by the BBC.  However, despite the buzz 
stirred up by her campaign, Eurovision officials say that there are no plans 
to change the existing arrangement.
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Questions on: Music News

Look at the story ‘TikTok music dispute with Universal comes 
to an end’. 
 
1) Which of these is not something Billie Eilish, Drake and Adele 
have in common? 

2a) Explain why Universal Music removed millions of songs 
from TikTok. 
2b) Has this issue now been resolved? 
 
3) Which two of these are the new online safety measures 
intended to protect? 

 

4a) Why do you think the Universal Music group wanted 
stronger policies around music that’s been generated by AI? 
4b) Would you rather listen to music that’s been created by 
real-life musicians or by AI, or does it not make any difference? 
Explain your reasons. 
 
Look at the story ‘Singer seeks Eurovision spot for Wales’.

5) Have you ever seen, or heard any music from, the Eurovision 
Song Contest?  
 
6) Explain why Wales doesn’t have its own place in the 
Eurovision Song Contest. 
 
7) Is it looking likely that Wales will get its own place in the 
Eurovision Song Contest? Explain why/why not. 
 
8) Imagine you’re a singer writing a song for the Eurovision 
Song Contest. Think up a catchy title, then have a go at writing 
few lines of your song.

They are all popular music artists

They all had a dispute with the music label 
Universal Music  

They are all belong to the music label 
Universal Music 

TikTok

Universal Music

musicians

AI-generated music

music fans
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ARCHEOLOGY NEWS

Lost town appears in dried-up dam
The ruins of a 300-year-old town have been revealed at the bottom of a 
reservoir that has dried up in a heatwave in the Philippines. The residents 
of Pantabangan all moved out in the 1970s as their old town was flooded 
in order to build a dam to provide water for the area. However, a long 
period of hot weather and little rain means the water levels have fallen, 
revealing a church, tombstones and the foundations of buildings. Some 
people are making the most of it – a local fisherman called Nelson Dellera 
is earning cash by carrying tourists to the ruins in his boat. Water levels in 
the reservoir have plummeted by 26 metres this year. 

             PHILIPPINES
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Pantabangan was built 300 years ago
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Scientists have crafted a 3D model of a Neanderthal woman’s face using 
a flattened 75,000-year-old skull. Neanderthals are our closest extinct 
human relatives. They lived thousands of years ago and died out around 
40,000 years ago. Dr Emma Pomeroy from the University of Cambridge, 
who worked on the project, said: “I think she can help us connect with 
who they were.” The University of Cambridge’s Professor Graeme Barker, 
who also worked on the project, added: “It’s remarkable because you are 
touching the past. We forget just what an extraordinary thing it is.” The skull 
was found in a cave in Iraqi Kurdistan and the discovery is featured in a 
new Netflix documentary. 

Scientists reveal Neanderthal 
woman’s face 
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Questions on: Archeology News

Look at the story ‘Lost town appears in dried-up dam’. 
 
1a) Which of these sentences is false? 

1b) Explain why this sentence is false. 
 
2a) Fill the missing letters in the things from the old town that 
have now been revealed. 

chu_ch 

fo_ndat_ons of buildi_gs 

tombstone_
 
2b) Using the missing letters in order, what word do they spell 
out? 
 
3) How is Nelson Dellera making the most of the situation? 

4) What is the meaning of the word ‘plummet’? 

Look at the story ‘Scientists reconstruct Neanderthal 
woman’s face’. 

5) Match up each fact to what it describes.  

 
6) Find two things that Dr Emma Pomeroy and Professor 
Graeme Barker have in common. 
 
7a) Which two adjectives does Professor Graeme Barker use in 
his quote? 
7b) Do you agree with him? 
 
8) If this Neanderthal woman was brought back to life, what 
questions would you like to ask her? What questions do you 
think she might ask you?

They died out around 
40,000 years ago.

It was crafted by scientists 
this year.

It is flattened and 75,000 
years old.

the 3D model of 
a Neanderthal 
woman’s face

the Neanderthals

the skull

Pantabangan is in the Philippines. 

It is 300 years old. 

People lived there until the 1970s 

It was flooded by accident. 

go down quickly 

go up quickly 

go down slowly
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RECORD-BREAKING NEWS

YouTuber lands two 
records at once!
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Two records at once? 
That’s plane nuts!

A BRITISH YouTuber has made it into the Guinness World Records book – 
not once, but twice in one go! 

First, James Whomsley built the world’s biggest remote-controlled (RC) 
model of an aircraft carrier (a large ship that carries aircraft and has a 
deck for takeoff and landing). It’s 5.02m long and took him three months 
to make out of wood, foam and fibreglass. 

He wasn’t done there, though. While testing his aircraft carrier out at 
Rudyard Lake in Staffordshire, he then landed an RC plane onto it to claim 
another record! 

It was the first time an RC plane had ever been landed on an RC aircraft 
carrier. “To have this idea, and then it actually work, that’s amazing!” said 
James. 

His YouTube channel, ProjectAir, features videos all about engineering. 
Amazingly, James also holds another Guinness World Record for the 

fastest RC jet-powered car, which he set last August. It hit 152.5km/h 
before exploding on its third run after a strong wind blew it across the 
track.

Biggest baguette baked!
A team of French bakers in Paris have broken the Guinness World Record 
for the world’s longest baguette! It measured 140.5 metres in length, 
making it about as long as one and a half football pitches. The bakers 
began preparing the dough at 3am and fed it slowly through an oven 
on wheels to get it warm and crispy. Once the record was confirmed, 
the baguette was cut up and then shared with the crowd and local 
homeless people. This big slice of glory means that France has taken the 
record back from Italy, where bakers from Como baked a 132.6-metre-
long loaf in 2019.

             FRANCE

Imagine squishing 
this in your lunchbox!
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Questions on: Record-breaking News

Look at the story ‘YouTuber lands two records at once!’ 
 
1a) Fill in the information about the world’s biggest RC model of 
an aircraft carrier. 

1b) How was this model aircraft carrier used to break another 
world record? 

2) Looking at the quote from James Whomsley, how do you 
think he’s feeling? 

3) Which of these exploded? 

 
4) How many Guinness World Records does James Whomsley 
now hold in total? 

 

Look at the story ‘Biggest baguette baked!’ 
 
5) Put these steps in correct order. 

 
6) The baguette is described as being ‘as long as one and a 
half football pitches’. What other examples could you use to 
paint a picture of how long the baguette was? 
 
7a) For around how long did the bakers from Como hold the 
world record for? 
7b) Around how much shorter was their baguette than the 
French one? 
 
Look at both stories.  
 
8a) Come up a crazy world record that you’d like to break (it 
could be anything from making the world’s largest ice cream 
to doing the most cartwheels in a minute!) 
 
8b) Looking at the way the journalist has used words in both 
of the headlines here, come up with a snappy headline for a 
news story about your crazy world record.

How long is it? .........................................................................................................

How long did it take to build? ......................................................................

What is it made from? ......................................................................................

The RC aircraft carrier 

The RC plane 

The RC jet-powered car

one

two

three

The dough was slowly fed through an oven on wheels.  

The world record was confirmed.  

The baguette was shared. 

The bakers prepared the dough. 

The baguette was cut up. 


