The minister wants statues to
honour great Danish women

More statues of women needed

THE Danish government plans to spend up to £5.7 million on statues of
women to correct a “crazy” imbalance in cities around the country. For
example, Denmark’s capital city, Copenhagen, has 101 statues, but 70

are of men, 26 are of animals and just five are of women. The country’s
culture minister, Jakob Engel-Schmidt, said: “It’s totally crazy, especially
when you consider how many important achievements in society are due
to women.” He is asking the public and experts to suggest which women
deserve a statue.

c=rrame UNIVERSITY CAT
GETS ASTATUE

A BELOVED cat named Pebbles,
who has been living at the
University of Essex for 14 years,
has been honoured with a large
bronze statue.

Also known as Campus Cat,
Pebbles loves to mingle with
staff and students.

Professor Anthony Forster said:
“Pebbles chose to live with us
many years ago and each day
he brings joy and happiness.”

The statue has been placed
where hundreds of students
pass each day.
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Questions on: Statue News

Look at the story ‘Denmark: More statues of women needed'.

1) Use your maths skills to fill in the missing numbers.

-
®In Copenhagen, thereare more statues of

men than statues of women.

® There are more statues of animals than

statues of women.

statues of men

©® Added together, there are
and animals.
\_

J

2) Why does Jakob Engle-Schmidt think it's “totally crazy” that
there aren’t more statues of women?

3) Which of these is NOT part of the new plan?

»
D Spending up to £5.7 million on statues of women.

D Asking the public and experts to suggest ideas for
statues of women.

D Pulling down all of the statues of men and animals.

.

4) Who would you like to see honoured with a statue in your
local area? Explain your reasons.

Look at the story ‘University cat gets a statue’.
5) Find three facts about Pebbles.

6a) Using the information in the story, can you work out how
old Pebbles was when he first started living at the University of
Essex?

6b) How did Pebbles show that he wanted to live there?

7a) Look at the quote from Professor Anthony Forster. What
information tells you why Pebbles has been honoured with a
statue?

7b) Do you think Pebbles deserves to be honoured with a
statue?

8a) Do you think animal statues are a good idea? Explain why/
why not.

8b) Is there an animal that you'd like to see honoured with a
statue? Explain your reasons.




TIKTOK NEWS

PORT TALBOT

Colourful hospital paintings go viral

Brightly coloured paintings, which have been created to help young
patients to relax, have gone viral on TikTok. Children walking into New
Cross Hospital will now be greeted with unicorns, dinosaurs and sea
animals painted on the walls. They were painted by artists Daniel Russell-
Ahern and Simon Greenaway, who call themselves Mural Trader, to
create a calming environment for hospital patients. Research shows

that viewing beautiful scenes can help to reduce feelings of anxiety. The
Royal Wolverhampton NHS Trust said TikTok videos of the paintings had
attracted more than 600,000 views.

Famous reservoir sells for £15,000

A reservoir that became famous after it went viral on TikTok has been
sold for £15,000. Brombil Reservoir in Margam, Wales, was created 200
years ago to supply water to the steel industry. It became a hotspot for
tourists after a TikTok video showing its beauty had more than a million
views during the Covid pandemic. The reservoir was highlighted as a “UK
hidden gem” with its green cliffs and water that looks like a blue lagoon.
However, the increase in tourists caused lots of traffic and litter problems.
It's rare that reservoirs are put up for sale, but the Brombil Reservoir has
the potential to developed for leisure and tourism, if planning permission
is granted by local authorities.

Homeless people sleeping in tents
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Questions on: TikTok News

Look at both stories

la) What does it mean if something goes ‘viral’ online?

( '
D It makes lots of people feel ill when they use the internet

D It's shared by a few close friends on the internet

D It's quickly shared by lots of people on the internet
.

J

1b) What evidence is there that the hospital paintings and the
reservoir have gone viral?

Look at the story ‘Colourful hospital murals go viral'.

2a) What is the purpose of the paintings?
2b) Why is this helpful in a hospital?

3) Match up the beginning and end of the sentences.

..Mural Trader.
..New Cross Hospital.

unicorns, dinosaurs and
sed creatures.

4) If you were visiting a hospital, what scene would you most
like to see painted on the wall? Explain why.

The paintings
are found at...

[ The paintings feature... ]

The paintings were
created by...

Look at the story ‘Famous reservoir sells for £15,000'.
5) Find three facts about the Brombil Reservoir.

6a) What is the meaning of ‘hidden gem’?

~

-
D something sparkly that will be made into jewellery

D something special that isn’t very well known

D something special that lots of people know about
o

J

6b) Do you think Brombil Reservoir can still be called a hidden
gem? Explain why/why not.

7a) How might the Brombil Reservoir change now it has been
sold?

7b) Do you think these changes would be good or bad? Explain
your reasons.

Look at both stories.
8) Using examples from these stories or others you've heard,

suggest how going viral on social media can have a positive
effect and explain some ways it can have a negative effect.




MORE NATURE, P! EASE'

IN First News'’ joint poll with conservation
charity the National Trust, young people
and their families told us they wanted to
spend more time in nature.

Just over three-quarters (76%) of the
children surveyed said they would like
to spend more time enjoying the great
outdoors, with 56% saying they prefer being
outdoors than indoors. For children living in
Greater London, which has lots of buildings
and few green spaces, the number was
even higher. Nearly a third (32%) of children
in Greater London told us they don’t have
real grass to play on at school.

Back in January 2023, the Government
announced plans to close this divide and
ensure that everyone lives within 15 minutes
walk of a green space or water, whether
that's a park, forest, river or lake. It was part
of a wider promise to restore nature and
clean up England'’s air and water. However,
Government data from December 2023
showed that no or very little progress has
been made, with 38% of people in England
living more than a 15-minute walk from a
green space or water.

First News and the National Trust would
like to see the Government deliver its
original plans and ensure no child misses
out on nature and being able to enjoy the
great outdoors.

’
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Questions on: Nature News

1) Which organisation has First News teamed up with for this

joint poll?

2) Match up the beginning and end of each sentence.

76% of children....

56% of children...

32% of children in
Greater London...

38% of people in
England..

.live more than a
15-minute walk from a
green space or water.

..don’t have real grass
to play on at school.
..would like to spend
more time in nature.

..prefer being outdoors

than indoors.

3) Explain why a higher number of children living in Greater
London said they wanted to spend more time in nature.

4) Do you think it's important to have real grass to play on at

school? Explain your reasons.

5a) What plans did the Government make in January 2023?
5b) By December 2023, had anything changed?

6a) Where is the nearest green space or water to your home?
6b) Would you like to spend more time in nature?

7) What are First News and the National Trust asking the
Government to do?

.
D stick to the original plan

D make some changes to the plan

D come up with a new plan
g J

8a) What are the benefits of living near to green space or
water?

8b) Do you think it's important for all children to live within 15
minutes’ walk of green space or water? Explain your reasons.
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SPORT NEWS

More support needed for girls in sport

Schoolgirls in the UK are not playing as much sport as boys, says a report
by MPs. The report explains that one of the reasons is that girls are often

expected to play more gently from a young age. This can be because of England and Arsenal football star Alessia Russo recently returned to her
stereotypes about boys and girls, which means fixed ideas that are often :  childhood club, Bearsted FC in Maidstone, to inspire young footballers and
untrue about the kinds of things boys and girls are interested in. The gap *  hold a training session. The club plans to build a modern pitch, complete
between the way boys and girls play in their early years leads to many - with a club house and changing facilities, which will be named after

girls quitting sports altogether by the time they reach their late teens. Russo. A new academy to encourage future footballers will also set up.
Figures show that 70% of girls stop playing sports by that age, which is . Russo said it was “great to be back” at the club. The girls she trained said
twice the number of boys. The report says that these stereotypes needto  :  seeing her at the club was “motivational” and “surreal”. Jamie Houston,
change and that there should be better physical education to encourage @ the chairman of Bearsted FC said “We are so proud of Alessia and she has

more girls to stay active. - remained so humble even with all of her superstardom.”
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Questions on: Sport News

Look at the story ‘More support needed for girls in sport'.

la) Which of these sentences is false?

( )
D Schoolgirls in the UK are not playing as much sport as
boys.

D Girls are often expected to play more gently than boys.

D 70% of girls and boys stop playing sport by their late

teens.
g J

1b) What information in the story shows that this is false?

2) What is the meaning of the word ‘stereotype’?

~

.
D A fixed idea about something that is often not true.
D A fixed idea about something that is always true.

D A fixed idea about anything related to sport.
.

3) Find two things that the report says need to change.

4) Do you think there are stereotypes about the types of things
girls and boys are interested in? If so, what can be done to
change these stereotypes?

Look at the story ‘Pitch to be named after famous footballer’.

5) Why are Bearsted FC planning to name their new pitch after
Alessia Russo?

6) Looking at the quotes in the story, how do you think each of
these people is feeling?

e N
©® Alessia Russo:

® The girls who trained with Alessia Russo:

® Jamie Houston:

- J

7) Match each word to its meaning.

makes someone want to do
or achieve something
seems unreal, a bit like a dream
not arrogant or overproud

8a) Do you think it's important for young people to have role
models in the world of sport? Explain your reasons.

8b) Which sports stars, or other well-known figures, most
inspire you? Explain your reasons.

[ motivational ]

[ surreal ]

[ humble ]




