CRIME NEWS

Climbing on memorials to
become an offence
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People who climb onto war memorials during protests may have

to spend three months in jail. This is part of a new plan from the
Government’s home secretary, James Cleverly, to stop protests at places
that honour soldiers who have died in the line of duty. This comes after
some protesters were seen climbing on memorials during marches. The
new rules could mean that climbing on memorials becomes an offence
and, along with receiving a prison sentence, anyone doing this could
also be fined £1,000. Cleverly says that climbing on these memorials is an
“insult to these monuments of remembrance and cannot continue”.

KEEPING PET MONKEYS
TO BE BANNED

Keeping a pet monkey at home will soon become illegal in England. A
new Government law means that the keeping and sale of primates will
be banned from 2026. This is something that the RSPCA has wanted for

a long time, as they say around 5,000 pet monkeys are kept as pets in
the UK. David Bowles, who works for the RSPCA, said: “Meeting the needs
of monkeys and other primates is practically impossible to do in a
household environment.” The charity is now asking the Government for a
plan to keep these animals safe once the law comes into place.

Some people
keep marmoset
monkeys as pets
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Questions on: Crime News

Look at both stories.
1) Doing which two things may soon be banned?

Look at the story ‘Climbing on memorials to become an
offence’.

2) Which two punishments could people who climb on
memorials soon face?

B
D A £100 fine
| A£1000 fine
D A lifetime ban on protesting
D A lifetime ban on visiting memorials
D Three months in prison

D Three years in prison
.

J

3a) Why do you think protesters have been climbing on
memorials?

3b) Do you think climbing on memorials as part of a protest
can ever be justified?

4) Which of these is not something that’s said by
James Cleverly?

D Climbing on memorials is an insult
D Climbing on memorials must continue
D Climbing on memorials has to stop

Look at the story ‘Keeping pet monkeys to be banned'.

5) Which of these is not something that all primates have in
common?

D They are kept as pets
D They have highly developed brains
D They have hands that can grasp things

6a) Why does David Bowles say this ban is necessary?
6b) Do you agree with the ban?

7a) What does the RSPCA want the Government to do now?
7b) Do you think this is important? Why?

Look at both stories.
8) If you could introduce a new law that bans something, what

would you choose, and why? What would the punishment be
for anyone who breaks your law?
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ANIMAL NEWS

Saving sand eels for
seabirds

Crane
conservation

NUMBERS of the common crane, the UK’s
largest bird, have reached a record high
thanks to conservation efforts.

The birds were almost driven to extinction
in the 16th century but, last year, researchers
counted 80 pairs. That's the highest number
since the crane returned to the UK in 1979.

Conservation work to protect their wetlands
habitats has helped their numbers grow, too.

The RSPB says that 80% of the birds live in
protected areas like nature reserves.

Fishing for sand eels in the UK'’s part of
the North Sea will be against the law
from this April. The move should help
many seabirds who rely heavily on these
small, eel-like fish for food. Boats from
the UK and other countries won't be able
to catch sand eels in these waters any
more. The ban is being celebrated by
environmental groups. It's hoped it will
boost the numbers of many seabirds,
such as puffins.

, deerl

This poor little deer, a muntjac, somehow managed
to get himself stuck upside down in a tiny gap
between two houses in Lincolnshire. Karen Nix, an
RSPCA officer who helped with the rescue, said: “It
must have been terrifying for him. Thankfully he was
freed, and it was such a relief to watch him run free.”
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Questions on: Animal News

Look at all the stories.
1) Match up the name to the animal type.
.

muntjac ] fish

deer

2) Which two of the headlines use alliteration (where words
begin with same letter or sound)?

sand eel ]

N (

N\

crane ]

Look at the story ‘Saving sand eels for seabirds’.

3) Fill in the fact file.

-
What is being banned?

Where is it being banned?

When will the ban start?

\_

4) Why are environmental groups celebrating this news?

Look at the story ‘Oh, deer!’

5) Explain why the journalist used the headline ‘Oh, deer!’

6a) How does Karen Nix say the deer must have felt?
6b) How does Karen Nix say she felt?

Look at the story ‘Crane conservation’

7) Match up the two halves of the sentences.

..the crane returned to

_ Inthe 16th century.. ] the UK.
p
In1979.. ] .Common cranes were
\. almost extinct.
)
L In 2023... ] .researchers counted
80 pairs of cranes.

8) Do you think animal conservation is important? Are some
animals more important than others? Explain your reasons.
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RECORD-BREAKING NEWS

Man breaks record for most time
spent in space

Cosmonaut (Russian astronaut) Oleg Kononenko has made history by
spending more than 878 days in space, breaking the previous record set
by fellow cosmonaut Gennady Padalka. The 59-year-old space explorer
achieved the record by having made five trips to the International Space
Station (ISS) since 2008. In total, he has spent nearly two and a half years
outside Earth’s atmosphere! Kononenko expressed his love for his job,
saying: “I fly into space to do what | love, not to set records. I've dreamt of
becoming a cosmonaut since | was a child.” He added that he misses his
children when he'’s in space, but that cosmonauts can use video calls to
keep in touch with family. He's expected to reach an incredible 1,000 days
in space by June.

Taylor Swift makes Grammy history

Pop star Taylor Swift made history at this year's Grammy Awards by
becoming the first artist to win the best album award four times. She
won the prize for her latest album Midnights, pushing her ahead of music
legends Stevie Wonder, Paul Simon and Frank Sinatra, who have all won
three Grammy Awards for best album. Swift has previously won the
award for her albums Fearless, 1989 and Folklore. She said: “All | want to
do is keep being able to do this. | love it so much. It makes me so happy.”
Swift also surprised her fans by announcing a new album, The Tortured
Poets Department, which is due for release on 19 April this year.
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Questions on: Record-Breaking News

1) Which two of these do Oleg Kononenko and Taylor Swift
have in common?

( )

D They have both made history.
D They have both spent time on the ISS.
D They have both won Grammy Awards.
D They both love their jobs.

\

J

2) Think of three adjectives that could describe the
achievements of both Oleg Kononenko and Taylor Swift.

Look at the story ‘Man breaks record for most time spent in
space’.

3a) Which of these has Oleg not yet achieved?

s

D Five missions to the ISS
D More than 878 days in space
D Nearly two and a half years outside Earth’s atmosphere
D 1,000 days in space
\

3b) When is he expected to achieve this by?

4a) Find something that Oleg finds difficult about being in
space.
4b) What helps with this?

Look at the story ‘Taylor Swift makes Grammy history’.

5a) For which of these albums has Taylor Swift not won a
Grammy Award?

D Midnights
D Fearless

] 1989

|| Folklore

D The Tortured Poets Department

. J/

5b) Explain why she can’'t have won an award for this album
yet.

6a) What do Stevie Wonder, Paul Simon and Frank Sinatra
have in common?
6b) Have you heard of any of these singers?

Look at both stories.

7) Which of these achievements do you think is more
impressive? Explain your reasons.

2) In the future, would you rather be an astronaut or a pop
star? Explain your reasons.




E'RE ALL A BIT
ELMOTIONAL!

WHEN EImo, the fluffy red star of Sesame Street, asked his social
media followers how they were doing, he got a big response — and not
everyone was feeling OK.

His innocent post got nearly 20,000 replies from fans around the globe,
revealing that there’s a lot of worry in the world at the moment.

The replies came from people who are upset about things like climate
change and war, with one person saying: “The world is burning around
us, ElImo.” Some people told EImo they felt tired, worried about money or
bored in their job. Others replied that they were just feeling a little down.

The loving little Muppet posted a response to everyone, writing:
“Wow! Elmo is glad he asked! EImo learned that it is important to ask
a friend how they are doing. EImo will check in again soon, friends!
ElImo loves you.”

EImo’s friend Cookie Monster echoed this, saying he's there to
talk and adding: “Me will also supply cookies.” Paddington Bear
replied to Elmo from his home in London. He wrote: “Dear EImo, it X =
was kind of you to check in on all your friends this week. | have been = 2N
busy making a lot of marmalade. How are you doing?” o _—

All of this might seem unusual, but ElImo’s post really did get a eElmo X
lot of people talking, and it was praised for encouraging people @elmo - Follow
to open up about their feelings. Elmo is just checking in! How is everybody doing?

Even US President Joe Biden got involved. He wrote: “Our friend 3:46 PM - Jan 29, 2024 ®
EImo is right: We have to be there for each other... offer our help @ 1485K ® Reply A Share
to a neighbour in need and, above all else, ask for help when we
need it. Even though it's hard, you're never alone.”

Well...?
How are
you today?

President Joe Biden v» =

Read 18.6K replies
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Questions on: ‘We’re all a bit EImotional’

la) In the headline, what word has been replaced by
‘Elmotional’?

1b) Why has the journalist chosen to use this word?
2) Find three worries that people shared with EiImo.

3) Which of these adjectives is not used to describe EImo?

( )

] fiufry

D red

D important
D loving
] little

g J

4) What lesson has Elmo learned?

D It's important to share everything on social media.
D It's important to ask a friend how they're doing.
D It's important to have something to worry about.

5) Match up the quote to who said it.

[ “Me will also supply cookies.” ] ElImo

[ “Elmo loves you.” ] Paddington Bear

“You're never alone.” ] . .
[ President Joe Biden

Cookie Monster

“I have been busy making
a lot of marmalade.”

6a) Which of these sentences is true?

-
D When EImo speaks about himself, he uses ‘me’
instead of “I'.

D When Elmo speaks about himself, he uses ‘I
instead of ‘EImo’.

When EImo speaks about himself, he uses ‘EImo’

instead of I'.
\ J

6b) Why do you think EImo speaks like this?

7) What has EImo’s post achieved?

8a) Why do you think so many people felt comfortable sharing
their worries with EImo? Explain your reasons.

8b) Do you find it easy to talk about your worries? Who do you
talk to if something’s worrying you?




