
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Spotlight 

The Queen’s Hat, Little Mouse book of fears, How to 
be a dog. The Day the Crayons Quit,  

Place & Time 
Geography: GKS1.1b 
History: HKS1.1b 
Science & Technology 
Science : SY2.4a, SY2.4c  
Computing: not specified 
Citizenship & Ethics 
PSHE: Anti-bullying, Relationships and Sex 

Education 
Arts & Creativities 
Art: Drawing 
Music: Musicianship 
D&T : DTKS1.4a 
Physical & Emotional Health 
PE: Social skills: dynamic balance to agility-jumping 

and landing; static balance-seated. Ball games: 
dodgeball, football 

Faith & Belief 
RE: Christianity 
Language, Literacy and Oracy 
Writing: Diary, Narrative, Poetry 
 

Values TRUST | EMPATHY | COURAGE 

Overview In this unit, children will learn about a key event in British history 

beyond living memory. They will learn facts about what happened through 
exploring time-lines, pictures and drawings, reconstruction videos and historical 
evidence such as Samuel Pepys’s diary. The children will explore the cause and 
lasting effect of the Great Fire. Through this they will reflect on the feelings of a 
child in 1666 and how the fire has impacted the methods we use to build and 
look after our cities today. There will be plentiful opportunities for children to 
develop their knowledge of the Fire of London time through expert talks, reading 
artefacts, educational films and exploring digital resources such as the Museum 
of London’s Minecraft interactive game. 

Engagement Use outside space and paper/card to demonstrate how quickly a 

fire can spread. Re-enact through role-play and drama. Create News reports for 
what they have seen and heard.  

Celebration Share news reports with school community and families. Visit the 

Great Fire of London museum (in Learning Street).   
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Values RESPECT | EMPATHY | COURAGE 

Overview In this unit, children will learn about the nature of invasion and 

develop their empathic understanding. They will craft insightful texts that 
demonstrate their awareness of different point of views. They will explore 
the values of respect and empathy through considering the impact of 
Columbus’ sailors’ arrival on far-away lands from the perspectives of the 
native islanders. Children could also explore the fears and courage involved 
in embarking on a sea journey. 

Engagement Invading another classroom; active storytelling the life of 

Columbus; Colonialism – does the land ‘belong’ to anyone? Power – does 
power corrupt people? Pirate/Adventurers day, where children dress up as 
their favourite explorer giving rich opportunities for role-play, drama and 
oracy focus. 

Celebration Delivering drama speech performances to children and 

parents, showing video reports. 

 

How does the Great Fire of 1666 affect our lives today? 

 

Habits of Mind 

Children could write letters to the families and organise a fundraising initiative to support 

those affected by the Grenfell fire. 

Oracy & Dialogue 

A speech to King Charles II declaring what can be seen and what should be done. Drama: Re-

enact the Great Fire. News Report: Film news report about events of the fire. P4C – What 

good can come from tragedy? 

Playful Enquiry 

Building houses then and now using recyclable materials – testing flammability.

Educational Visits / Enrichment Day 

Visit from History expert 

Learning Street 
Reading area- old and new books/maps of London, reference books, 
recipe books, topic related stories 
Role play- Pudding Lane- baking equipment, scales, parchment, 
quills, old shops 
Independent zone- research using QR codes and iPads 

Classroom Display 
London in 1666 art work, working wall, diary entries 

   

 



 

 

Subject 
Learning Journey 

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 
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Key Texts The Queen’s Hat 
Little Mouse Book 

of Fears 
The Day the Crayons Quit 

How to Be a Dog 

Review 

Writing Recounts Sentence Level Letters Letters Letters 
 

Instructions 
 

Instructions 

Spelling 
Phase 6 Phonics Review 

The /aɪ/ sound spelt –y at 
the end of words 

Phase 6 phonics 
review 

Phase 6 phonics 
review 

Phase 6 phonics 
review 

Phase 6 phonics 
review 

-ed regular past tense 
suffix 

-ed regular past tense 
suffix 

Grammar Past tense verbs 
Sequencing 
connectives 

Capital letters and 
full-stops 

Exclamation marks 
Questions and 

statements 
Commands/ 

imperative verbs 
Sentence Types 

M
at

h
em

at
i

cs
 

Maths 
Adding and subtracting 

single digit numbers to 2 
digit numbers 

Adding and 
subtracting 

multiples of 10 to 
2 digit numbers 

Adding and 
subtracting two-

digit numbers 
with no re-
grouping 

Adding and 
subtracting two-

digit numbers with 
no re-grouping 

Adding and 
subtracting two-digit 

numbers with re-
grouping 

Adding and 
subtracting two-digit 

numbers with re-
grouping 

Time Geometry Shape 
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 Science 
KS1SY2.4a Identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday materials including plastic, wood, metal, glass, brick, rock, paper and cardboard for particular uses. 

KS1SY2.4b Find out how the shapes of solid objects made from some materials can be changed by squashing, bending, twisting and stretching. 

Computing  

Design and 
Technology 

DTKS1.4a  build structures, exploring how they can be made stronger, stiffer and more stable 

P
la

ce
 &

 
Ti

m
e Geography GKS1.1b Name, locate and identify the characteristics of four countries and capital cities of the UK. 

History HKS1.1b Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally. 
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 PE Warm up: Stepping stones 
Skill: Jumping and landing 

Skill application: Develop jumping combinations 

Warm up: Find and select shapes 
Skill: Seated balance 

Skill application: Mirror image/ Find and select shapes 
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s PSHE Anti-bullying Relationships and Sex Education 

Philosophy 
for Children 

        

Fa
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h
 &
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RE 
Why did God give Jesus to 

the World? 

George saves the 
world by 

lunchtime - what 
makes a hero? 

Does the world 
need to be saved? 

Retelling of 
Christmas Story 

What does Jesus teach 
through his actions? 

 
How do I show love 

to the world? 

 
Reflection 

 

Topic Title: Fire! Fire!   Enquiry Question: How does the Great Fire of 1666 affect our lives today?

  

 
Focus Texts: The Queen’s Hat, How to Wash a Wooly Mammoth, The Day the Crayons Quit, Little Mouse Book of 
Fears. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

THEMES 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUTCOMES 

 
Design for memorial monument and plaque, exhibition in learning street for parents/carers 
 

VOCABULARY 

 
Geography: map, country, city, capital city, England, London, Scotland, Edinburgh, Wales, Cardiff, Ireland, 

Dublin  

History: house, timber frame house, Pudding Lane, London, fire, bakery, diary, source, artefact, timeline, 

chronological ,  

 

INTERDISCIPLINARY 

 
Writing- letters from King Charles II/Mayor of London, newspaper report, diary entry 

Oracy- Performing pitch for redesign of London 
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History Geography Science 

POWER 

HEALTH 

CULTURE EUROPE CARIBBEAN 

PRIVILEGE 

 

 

Disciplinary 

 

PLACE 

 

 

Disciplinary 

 

PEOPLE 

 

 

Disciplinar

y 

 

RACISM COLONISATION 

DIET  



PROGRESSION ACROSS YEAR GROUPS:  

 

HISTORY  
 

year  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YEAR ONE KNOWLEDGE 
 

Declarative  

 To sequence artefacts and events that 

are close together in time 
 To know and recount episodes from stories 

and significant events in history 
 To recognise some similarities and 

differences between the past and the 

present 

 To talk, write and draw about things 

from the past  

 To use historical vocabulary to retell simple 

stories about the past  

 To know and recount episodes from 

stories and significant events in 

history 

 To use drama/role play to communicate 

their knowledge about the past 

 

Disciplinary 

 To observe and use pictures, 

photographs and artefacts to find out 

about the past 

 To observe or handle evidence to ask 

simple questions about the past 

 To observe or handle evidence to find 

answers to simple questions about 

the past on the basis of simple 

observations 
 

YEAR TWO KNOWLEDGE  
 

Declarative  

 To sequence artefacts and events that 

are close together in time 

 To order dates from earliest to latest 

on simple timelines 

 To know and recount episodes from stories 

and significant events in history 
 To recognise some similarities and 

differences between the past and the 

present 

 To talk, write and draw about things 

from the past 

 To know and recount episodes from 

stories and significant events in 

history 

 To use historical vocabulary to retell 

simple stories about the past 

 To use drama/role play to communicate 

their knowledge about the past 

 

Disciplinary 

 To observe and use pictures, 

photographs and artefacts to find out 

about the past  

 To observe or handle evidence to ask 

simple questions about the past 

 To observe or handle evidence to find 

answers to simple questions about 

the past on the basis of simple 

observations 

 To explain that there are different types of 

evidence and sources that can be used to 

help represent the past 

 To choose and select evidence and 

say how it can be used to find out 

about the past 

 To start to compare two versions of a 

past event 

 

 

YEAR THREE KNOWLEDGE 
 

Declarative  

- To sequence several events, artefacts 

or historical figures on a timeline using 

dates, including those that are 

sometimes further apart, and terms 

related to the unit being studied and 

passing of time 

- To look at more than two versions of 

the same event or story in history and 

identify differences 

- To present, communicate and organise 

ideas about the past using models, 

drama role play and different genres of 

writing including letters, recounts, 

poems, adverts, diaries, posters and 

guides 

 

Disciplinary 

 To look at more than two versions of 

the same event or story in history and 

identify differences  

 To gather more detail from sources 

such as maps to build up a clearer 

picture of the past 

 To begin to undertake their own 

research 

 



GEOGRAPHY 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SCIENCE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

YEAR ONE KNOWLEDGE 

Declarative  

• To name, locate and identify 

characteristics of the four countries 

and capital cities of the United 

Kingdom and its surrounding seas 

• To use key vocabulary to 

demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding in this strand: 

United Kingdom, England, 

Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, 

town, city, village, sea, beach, hill, 

mountain, London, Belfast, Cardiff, 

Edinburgh, capital city, world map, 

continent, ocean, Europe, Africa, 

Asia, Australasia, North America, 

South America, Antarctica 

 

Disciplinary 

• To use world maps, atlases and 

globes to identify the countries, 

continents and oceans studied at 

this key stage  

 

YEAR TWO KNOWLEDGE  

Declarative  

• To name, locate and identify 

characteristics of the four countries 

and capital cities of the United 

Kingdom and its surrounding seas 

• To use key vocabulary to 

demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding in this strand: 

United Kingdom, England, 

Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, 

town, city, village, sea, beach, hill, 

mountain, London, Belfast, Cardiff, 

Edinburgh, capital city, world map, 

continent, ocean, Europe, Africa, 

Asia, Australasia, North America, 

South America, Antarctica 

 

Disciplinary 

• To use world maps, atlases and 

globes to identify the countries, 

continents and oceans studied at 

this key stage  

 

YEAR THREE KNOWLEDGE 

Declarative  

Children can describe and understand 

key aspects of: 

• Physical geography, including: 

climate zones, biomes, volcanoes, 

tornadoes, tsunamis, earthquakes 

and the water cycle 

• human geography, including: types 

of settlement and land use 

 

 

Disciplinary 

• To use maps, atlases, globes and 

digital/computer mapping to locate 

countries and describe features 

studied 

YEAR ONE KNOWLEDGE 

2.4a• Identify and compare the 

suitability of a variety of everyday 

materials, including wood, metal, plastic, 

glass, brick, rock, paper and cardboard 

for particular uses 

2.4b• Find out how the shapes of solid 

objects made from some materials can 

be changed by squashing, bending, 

twisting and stretching. 

 

WS PLAN – Waterproof materials  

Asking simple questions and recognising 

that they can be answered in different 

ways.  

 While exploring the world, the 

children develop their ability to ask 

questions (such as what something 

is, how things are similar and 

different, the ways things work, 

which alternative is better, how 

things change and how they 

happen). Where appropriate, they 

answer these questions. 

• The children answer questions 

developed with the teacher often 

through a scenario.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR TWO KNOWLEDGE  

- 2.4a• Identify and compare the 

suitability of a variety of everyday 

materials, including wood, metal, plastic, 

glass, brick, rock, paper and cardboard 

for particular uses 

2.4b• Find out how the shapes of solid 

objects made from some materials can 

be changed by squashing, bending, 

twisting and stretching. 

 

WS PLAN – Waterproof materials  

Asking simple questions and recognizing 

that they can be answered in different 

ways  

• While exploring the world, the 

children develop their ability to ask 

questions (such as what something 

is, how things are similar and 

different, the ways things work, 

which alternative is better, how 

things change and how they 

happen). Where appropriate, they 

answer these questions. 

• The children answer questions 

developed with the teacher often 

through a scenario.   

• The children are involved in 

planning how to use resources 

provided to answer the questions 

using different types of enquiry, 

helping them to recognise that 

there are different ways in which 

questions can be answered.   

 

 

YEAR THREE KNOWLEDGE 

(STATES OF MATTER) 

- 4.3a• Compare and group materials 

together, according to whether they are 

solids, liquids or gases.  

- 4.3b• Observe that some materials 

change state when they are heated or 

cooled, and measure or research the 

temperature at which this happens in 

degrees Celsius (°C). 

 - 4.3c• Identify the part played by 

evaporation and condensation in the 

water cycle and associate the rate of 

evaporation with temperature.  

 

WS: PLAN – drying materials,  

Asking relevant questions and using 

different types of scientific enquiries to 

answer them  

• The children consider their prior 

knowledge when asking questions.  

 • The children answer questions posed 

by the teacher 

 • Given a range of resources, the 

children decide for themselves 

  

DO – measuring temperature 

Making careful observations and, where 

appropriate, taking measurements using 

standard units, using a range of 

equipment,  

• The children make careful 

observations.  

 

 



SEQUENCE OF LEARNING 
 

 
 

Week 1  

Enquiry 
question 

What can we find out about the Great Fire of London? 

Key learning 
objectives 

Use artefacts, pictures, stories and sources to find out about the Great Fire of London 

Success 
criteria 

- Identifying different sources 
- Choosing evidence to answer questions 

Vocabulary Source, artefact, evidence 

Sequence Preparation task - Share images of the Great Fire of London- what is this Historical event?  
- Ask the children what they want to know about the Great Fire of London. 
-  In books children have images of the fire for them to ask questions about e.g. How did 
the fire start? When did it happen? 
 
Main lesson- Think back to the questions that the children generated - how do people 
know the answers to these questions?  
- Children come up with how they think we know about this event e.g. the internet, books. 
Explain that at the time of the fire there was no internet, cameras, iPads, mobile phones so 
how do we know about it? 
- What sources of evidence do you think there are from the time of the fire? Children to try 
and group different sources of evidence- which types go together and why?  
- Go through the different types of evidence- writings (newspapers, Samuel Pepys’s dairy 
etc.), Artefacts (fire hook, leather bucket, maps), paintings and pictures. 
-We can use all of these different sources to find out different things about the fire- not all 
of the sources tell us everything, we need to choose the right source for the information 
you want to find. 
- Go through different examples- Which artefact would we use to find out about the 
houses the people lived in in 1666- picture of wooden houses, Samuel Pepys’s diary, a fire 
hook. Discuss which would be the best source of evidence to use. 

Outcome 
/Assessment 

Children to read questions and choose the best source of evidence to answer it. 

Week 2  

Enquiry 
question 

What was life like in London in 1666? 

Key learning 
objectives 
 

Identify differences and similarities between the ways of life today and the people of 1666. 

Success 
criteria 

- Know what lives were like in 1666 (houses, food, health, transport)  
- Know how London has changed, including its buildings, people and transport (houses, 
narrow streets, fire brigade, electricity, diversity). 

Vocabulary London, street, timber frame house, fire brigade, electricity, sewage system, diversity, 
cultures  

Sequence - What do you think it was like to live in 1666? Watch video of a reconstruction of London 
in 1666- what do they notice? 
- Explore other images and evidence relating to London in 1666- what does it tell us? 
Would they have liked to have lived on this street? 
- Compare a street in 1666 with one in 2021- what is the same/different? 
- Look at images of modern London- what has changed? What do they notice about the 
people? Compare a row of shops in 1666 and 2021- what has changed? 
- Highlight key progressions in electricity, hygiene and fire safety 

Outcome 
/Assessment 

Sorting images into 1666 and 2021, discussion of key differences 

Additional Geography lesson to be taught this week- locating countries of United Kingdom on a map 



 

 

 

Week 3  

Enquiry 
question 

What were the key events of the Great Fire of London? 

Key learning 
objectives 

- To order dates from earliest to latest on simple timelines 

- To know and recount episodes from stories and significant events in history 

- To observe and use pictures, photographs and artefacts to find out about the past 

Success 
criteria 

- Sequence dates, events and artefacts on a timeline 
- Retell the events of the Great Fire of London 

Vocabulary Timeline, sequence, chronological 

Sequence - Fact hunt around the classroom- how many facts can we find about the Great Fire of 

London? 

- Horrible Histories clip- what else can we find out? 

- Explain that now we know what happened during Great Fire of London, we need 

to know the order these things happen in. What could we use to do this? 

- Active story telling- The Great Fire of London- images of sources/artefacts on IWB 

- Whole class- what is a timeline? Why is it useful? 

- Create a whole class timeline of the fire. 

- Children to sequence events for their own timeline in books. 

Outcome/ 
Assessment 

Children to order events to make their own timeline of the Great Fire of London 

Week 4  

Enquiry 
question 

Could anyone have stopped what happened on 2 September 1666? 

Key 
learning 
objectives 

- To know and recount episodes from stories and significant events in history 

- To talk, write and draw about things from the past 
- To know that there may be more than one version of an event. 

Success 
criteria 

Can the children recognise that there may be different viewpoints about what or 
who caused the fire? 

Vocabulary Fire, spread, evidence, account 

Sequence - Whole class watch ‘During the Great Fire’  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=weEveQ4nz4g  

What impression does this give you of the fire? Who were some of the main 
characters involved? 
- Pose the question to the class- why did the fire spread so disastrously? 
-  Suggest that we need some evidence. Explain that we will listen to accounts from 
different people and vote to see if we think that they have been responsible for not 
stopping the fire from spreading. Role play judge and witness with learning coach. 
- Children listen to accounts from different characters and vote at the end of each 
piece of evidence on the question Did you contribute to the spread of the fire? 
Characters to be interviewed: Thomas Farriner, Samuel Pepys, Thomas Bloodworth, 
King Charles II , east wind. 
- After listening to the entire evidence children vote again by placing stickers on 
images of characters to see who the class think is most to blame. 

Outcome/ 
Assessment 

Could anyone have stopped what happened on 2 September 1666? 

Additional Geography lesson to be taught this week- UK countries and their capital cities 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=weEveQ4nz4g


 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 5  

Enquiry 
question 

Why did the fire spread so disastrously? 

Key learning 
objectives 
 

- To know and recount episodes from stories and significant events in history 

- To talk, write and draw about things from the past 
- To know that there may be more than one version of an event. 

Success 
criteria 

Can the children recognise that there may be different viewpoints about what or 
who caused the fire? 

Vocabulary Fire, spread, evidence, account 

Sequence - What would happen nowadays if a fire were to break out? Talk about modern fire 
service and equipment. 
- Whole class watch ‘During the Great Fire’  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=weEveQ4nz4g  

What do they notice about the fire?  
- Pose the question to the class- what was it about London in 1666 that made the 
fire spread so disastrously? 
- Examine artefacts and images- order them in most-least severe cause. Factors 
could include- houses made of wood, narrow streets, no gaps between houses, 
strong wind, hot day, poor firefighting equipment. 

Outcome/ 
Assessment 

Children to design a monument to remember the Great Fire of London and write a plaque 
for the explaining why the Great Fire of 1666 burnt down so many more houses than other 
fires at the time.  

Week 6  

Enquiry 
question 

How shall we rebuild London after the Great Fire? 

Key learning 
objectives 
 

 Children consolidate their understanding of the causes of the Great Fire by attempting to 
re-design London to make sure a fire of that size never takes hold again 
 

Success 
criteria 

- Awareness of key reasons for size of fire 
- Awareness of need for wider streets, brick buildings, space 

Vocabulary London, rebuild, redesign, architecture 

Sequence - Look at images of London pre and post 1666- what changed? 
- Explore images of St Pauls before and after the fire- how did the building change? Why did 
it change? 
- Share image of London just after the fire, we are going to imagine that we are city 
planners who are tasked with designing a safer London. Recap key factors of the fire- what 
do we need to avoid? 
- Introduce the challenge for today  – to rebuild London after the Fire. There is going to be a 
challenge to redesign the whole city.  So I can’t tell you what to draw, but we can be sure 
what NOT to include. 
- Children to work in triads to create a largescale plan of the redesigned London. Each 
group will ‘pitch’ their design to the rest of the class. 

Outcome/ 
Assessment 

City plan for the rebuilding of London 

Additional Geography lesson to be taught this week- features of the different countries of the United 
Kingdom 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=weEveQ4nz4g


ASSESSMENT 
 

 Method of assessment S M 

History  End of unit tests 

 Children’s topic books 

 Responsive Teaching 
Journal Notes 

 Subject assessment 
sheets 

- Ordering events and 
artefacts chronologically 
- Children able to retell 
events in their own words 
- Use of topic specific 
vocabulary 
- Recall of key facts 

- Children making 
links between 
different sources. 
- Children able to 
refer to sources to 
articulate reasoning. 

Geography  End of unit tests 

 Children’s topic books 

 Responsive Teaching 
Journal Notes 

 Subject assessment 
sheets 

- Use of maps to find countries and cities 
-  Use of topic specific vocabulary 
- Awareness of key features 

 
Science 
 
Working 
scientifically 
 
 
 
Declarative 
knowledge 
 
 
 
 

 End of unit tests 

 Children’s topic books 

 Responsive Teaching 
Journal Notes 

Subject assessment sheets 

- Identifying and sorting 
materials by their 
properties 
- Waterproof investigations 

- Articulate WHY 
things happen 
- Testing own 
hypotheses  

 
 

RESOURCES 

 

Images of London today and London in 1666, historical sources about the fire, 
resources for ‘Pudding Lane’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


