
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Spotlight 

Focus Texts:  Journey, The Quayside Cat, Little Boat, 
Quiet 
Place & Time 

Geographyª GKS1.1a, GKS1.5b 

Historyª HKS1.1c 

Citizenship & Ethics 

PSHEª: Beginning and Belonging 

Arts & Creativities 

Art«: Drawing 

Music«: Musicianship 

D&T: not specified 

Physical & Emotional Health 

PE«: Personal challenge: coordination-footwork; static 

balance-one leg 

Ball games: dodgeball, football 

Faith & Belief 

RE«: Christianity 

Language, Literacy and Oracy 

Writing«: Reports. Narrative, Poetry 

Science & Technology 

Science: Seasonal Changes 

Computing: not specified 

 

Values RESPECT | EMPATHY | COURAGE 

Overview In this topic children will learn about the lifestyle and equipment used 

by explorers in 1492. They will analyse and sequence maps of the world in order 
to examine how perspectives have changed because of the journeys of explorers.  
Children will learn about the life of Christopher Columbus and step into the role 
of his crew. They will explore the values of respect and empathy through 
considering the impact of Columbus’ sailors’ arrival on far-away lands from the 
perspectives of the native islanders. They will craft insightful texts that 
demonstrate their awareness of different point of views.  

Engagement Active storytelling the life of Columbus; Colonialism – does the 

land ‘belong’ to anyone? Power – does power corrupt people? Children will also 
experience modern Caribbean culture (music, food, dance, poetry) during an 
enrichment day. 

Celebration Delivering speeches to other children, Explorers exhibition in 

Learning Street. 
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Values RESPECT | EMPATHY | COURAGE 

Overview In this unit, children will learn about the nature of invasion and 

develop their empathic understanding. They will craft insightful texts that 
demonstrate their awareness of different point of views. They will explore 
the values of respect and empathy through considering the impact of 
Columbus’ sailors’ arrival on far-away lands from the perspectives of the 
native islanders. Children could also explore the fears and courage involved 
in embarking on a sea journey. 

Engagement Invading another classroom; active storytelling the life of 

Columbus; Colonialism – does the land ‘belong’ to anyone? Power – does 
power corrupt people? Pirate/Adventurers day, where children dress up as 
their favourite explorer giving rich opportunities for role-play, drama and 
oracy focus. 

Celebration Delivering drama speech performances to children and 

parents, showing video reports. 

 

Did Columbus discover America? 

Habits of Mind 

Children will develop empathy through understanding the position of native peoples. 

Children will develop cooperative skills by experiencing what is like to be a crew member on 

the ship/related team-building skills (e.g. building a floating ship carrying the most treasure). 

Oracy & Dialogue 

Drama: Recruitment for 1492 crew; active storytelling Columbus’ life; the discovery of a 

treasure trove by the crew and the islanders; speech making- who should keep the treasure? 

Playful Enquiry 

Day in the life of a Columbus crew member – children in immersed in pretence role-play, 

physical activities being on a ship and imaginative games. 

 

Educational Visits / Enrichment Day 

Caribbean enrichment day 

Learning Street 
Reading area- old maps, atlases, reference texts, stories linked to 
the sea/explorers. 
Role play- old ship- sails, replicas of artefacts, maps, message in 
bottles, compasses 
Independent zone- research using QR codes and iPads, Google Earth 

Classroom Display 
Explorer theme: adventure stories on scrolls, maps and 
photos , working wall. 

   

 



 

Subject 

Learning Journey 

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 

A
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Art « « « « « « 

Music « « « « « « 

Language, 
Literacy & 

Oracy 

Key texts: Quayside cat Journey Quiet Little Boat 

Writing List, labels and captions List, labels and captions Free Verse Poetry 
 

Sentence Level Adventure Stories Adventure Stories 

Spelling 
Phase 6 Phonics Review 
Words ending in –tion, 

Phase 6 Phonics Review 
Words ending in –tion, 

Phase 6 Phonics Review 
The /i:/ sound spelt –ey 

Phase 6 Phonics Review 
The /i:/ sound spelt –ey 

Phase 6 Phonics Review 
Adding –ing, –ed, –er, –est 

and –y 

Phase 6 Phonics Review 
Adding –ing, –ed, –er, –est 

and –y 

Grammar Capital letters, full-stops Capital letters, full-stops Question marks Exclamation marks Verbs Commas for a list 

M
at

h
em

at
ic

s 

Maths 
Comparison of quantity and 

measure < > = 
Comparison of quantity and 

measure < > = 
Part – whole of 5, 6 and 7 

Part – whole of 8,9 and 10 
Subtraction as difference 

Adding and subtracting across 
10 

Adding and subtracting across 
10 

Sc
ie

n
ce

 &
 

Te
ch

n
o

lo
gy

 Science 
Seasonal Change 

SY1.4a,4b 

Computing 

CKS1/1.5 Recognise common uses of information technology beyond school. 

 CKS1/1.4 Use technology purposefully to create, organise, manipulative and retrieve digital content. 

CSK1/1.6 Use technology safely and respectfully, keeping personal information private; identify where to go for help and support when they have concerns about material on the internet or other 

online technologies 

P
la

ce
 &

 

Ti
m

e Geographyª 
GKS1.1a Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans  

GKS1.5b Use simple compass directions (N, E, S, W) and locational direction language (near and far, right and left) to describe the location of features and routes on a map. 

Historyª HKS1.1c The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to international achievements. 

P
h

ys
ic

al
 

&
 

Em
o
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o

n
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PE 

Warm up: rock, paper, scissors 
Skill: footwork 

Skill application: matching pairs 

Warm up: rock, paper, scissors 
Skill: footwork 

Skill application: follow the leader 

Warm up: rock, paper, scissors 
Skill: footwork 

Skill application: matching pairs 

Warm up: stuck in the mud 
Skill: one leg 

Skill application: balloon balance 

C
it

iz

en
sh

i
p

 &
 

Et
h

ic

s PSHE 
Helping the classroom feel a 

safe place 
Building relationships Coping with new situations Sources of support 

Fa
it

h
 &

 

B
el

ie
f 

RE Engagement: P4C on kindness  
Exploration: The Good 

Samaritan 
Exploration: The Paralysed 

Man  
Evaluation and Assessment  

Expression: Poetry on 
kindness  

 

 

Topic Title: Adventurers & Explorers   Enquiry Question: Did Columbus Discover America?  

Focus Texts: Quayside cat, Journey, Quiet, Little Boat 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

THEMES 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUTCOMES 

 
Speech about who should keep the treasure, exhibition in learning street for parents/carers 
 

VOCABULARY 

 
Geography: map, compass, North, South, East, West, continent, globe, ocean, Caribbean, Europe  

History: expedition, journey, voyage, navigation, artefact, timeline, chronological, slave trade, colonisation,  

 

INTERDISCIPLINARY 

 
Writing- letter home from one of the crew members, speech writing 

Oracy- Performing speech in role as a Native American or Columbus 

 

 

 

 

Adventurers & Explorers       Year 2  AUTUMN 1 |  Cycle A                           

History Geography Science 

POWER 

HEALTH 

CULTURE EUROPE CARIBBEAN 

PRIVILEGE 

 

 

Disciplinary 

 

PLACE 

 

 

Disciplinary 

 

PEOPLE 

 

 

Disciplinar

y 

 

RACISM COLONISATION 

DIET  



PROGRESSION ACROSS YEAR GROUPS:  

 

HISTORY  
 

year  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YEAR ONE KNOWLEDGE 
 

Declarative  

 To sequence artefacts and events that 

are close together in time 

 To describe significant individuals 

from the past 

 To talk, write and draw about things 

from the past 

 

Disciplinary 

 To observe and use pictures, 

photographs and artefacts to find out 

about the past 

 To observe or handle evidence to ask 

simple questions about the past 

 To observe or handle evidence to find 

answers to simple questions about 

the past on the basis of simple 

observations 

 

YEAR TWO KNOWLEDGE  
 

Declarative  

 To sequence artefacts and events that 

are close together in time 

 To order dates from earliest to latest 

on simple timelines 

 To describe significant individuals 

from the past 

 To understand that there are reasons 

why people in the past acted as they 

did 

 To talk, write and draw about things 

from the past 

 To know and recount episodes from 

stories and significant events in 

history 

 To use historical vocabulary to retell 

simple stories about the past 

 

Disciplinary 

 To observe and use pictures, 

photographs and artefacts to find out 

about the past  

 To observe or handle evidence to ask 

simple questions about the past 

 To observe or handle evidence to find 

answers to simple questions about 

the past on the basis of simple 

observations 

 To choose and select evidence and 

say how it can be used to find out 

about the past 

 To start to compare two versions of a 

past event 

 

 

YEAR THREE KNOWLEDGE 
 

Declarative  

 To sequence several events, artefacts 

or historical figures on a timeline 

using dates, including those that are 

sometimes further apart, and terms 

related to the unit being studied and 

passing of time; 

 To understand that a timeline can be 

divided into BC (Before Christ) and AD 

(Anno Domini) 

 To identify key features, aspects and 

events of the time studied 

 To explain how people and events in 

the past have influenced life today 

 To describe connections and contrasts 

between aspects of history, people, 

events and artefacts studied 

 To present, communicate and 

organise ideas about the past using 

models, drama role play and different 

genres of writing including letters, 

recounts, poems, adverts, diaries, 

posters and guides 

 To start to present ideas based on 

their own research about a studied 

period 

 

Disciplinary 

 To look at more than two versions of 

the same event or story in history and 

identify differences  

 To gather more detail from sources 

such as maps to build up a clearer 

picture of the past 

 To begin to undertake their own 

research 



GEOGRAPHY 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCIENCE 
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SCIENCE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

YEAR ONE KNOWLEDGE 

Declarative  

• To name and locate the world’s 

seven continents and five oceans. 

• To use world maps, atlases and 

globes to identify the United 

Kingdom and its countries, as well 

as the countries, continents and 

oceans studied at this key stage. 

• To use simple compass directions 

(North, South, East and West) and 

locational and directional language 

[for example, near and far; left and 

right], to describe the location of 

features and routes on a map 

Disciplinary 

• To use key vocabulary to 

demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding in this strand 

• To use basic geographical 

vocabulary to refer to key physical 

features. 

•  To use basic geographical 

vocabulary to refer to key human 

features. 

• To devise a simple map; and use 

and construct basic symbols in a 

key. 

YEAR TWO KNOWLEDGE  

Declarative  

• To name and locate the world’s 

seven continents and five oceans. 

• To use world maps, atlases and 

globes to identify the United 

Kingdom and its countries, as well 

as the countries, continents and 

oceans studied at this key stage. 

• To use simple compass directions 

(North, South, East and West) and 

locational and directional language 

[for example, near and far; left and 

right], to describe the location of 

features and routes on a map 

Disciplinary 

• To use key vocabulary to 

demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding in this strand 

• To use basic geographical 

vocabulary to refer to key physical 

features. 

•  To use basic geographical 

vocabulary to refer to key human 

features. 

• To devise a simple map; and use 

and construct basic symbols in a 

key. 

 

YEAR THREE KNOWLEDGE 

Declarative  

• To locate the world’s countries, 

using maps to focus on Europe 

(including the location of Russia) 

and North and South America, 

concentrating on their 

environmental regions, key 

physical and human characteristics, 

countries, and major cities. 

• To use maps, atlases, globes and 

digital/computer mapping to locate 

countries and describe features 

studied. 

Disciplinary 

• To use key vocabulary to 

demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding in this strand. 

• To describe key aspects of physcal 

geography, including: climate 

zones, biomes, volcanoes, 

tornadoes, tsunamis, earthquakes 

and the water cycle 

• To describe key aspects of human 

geography, including: types of 

settlement and land use 

• To use symbols and keys (incuding 

the use of Ordnance Survey maps), 

to build their knowledge of the 

United Kingdom and the wider 

world 

 

YEAR ONE KNOWLEDGE 

 1.4a Observe changes across the 

four seasons. 

 1.4b Observe and describe weather 

associated with the seasons and 

how day length varies 

WS: Seasonal Change Investigation  

Observing closely, using simple 

equipment  

• Children explore the world around 

them. They make careful observations to 

support identification, comparison and 

noticing change. They use appropriate 

senses, aided by equipment such as 

magnifying glasses or digital 

microscopes, to make their 

observations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR TWO KNOWLEDGE  

- 1.4a Observe changes across the four 

seasons. 

1.4b • Observe and describe weather 

associated with the seasons and how 

day length varies 

WS: Seasonal Change Investigation  

Observing closely, using simple 

equipment  

• Children explore the world around 

them. They make careful observations to 

support identification, comparison and 

noticing change. They use appropriate 

senses, aided by equipment such as 

magnifying glasses or digital 

microscopes, to make their 

observations.  

 • They begin to take measurements, 

initially by comparisons, then using non-

standard units 

 

 

 

 

YEAR THREE KNOWLEDGE 

3.3a• Compare and group together 

different kinds of rocks on the basis of 

their appearance and simple physical 

properties. 

 3.3b• Describe in simple terms how 

fossils are formed when things that have 

lived are trapped within rock. 

 3.3c• Recognise that soils are made 

from rocks and organic matter. 

WS: REVIEW – Rock report 

Using results to draw simple conclusions, 

make predictions for new values, suggest 

improvements  

• They identify ways in which they 

adapted their method as they 

progressed or how they would do it 

differently if they repeated the enquiry. 

 

 

 

 

 



SEQUENCE OF LEARNING 
 

 

Week 1  

Enquiry 

question 

What was life like for an explorer in 1492? 

Key learning 

objectives 

- To observe and use pictures, photographs and artefacts to find out about the past 

- To observe or handle evidence to find answers to simple questions about the past on the 

basis of simple observations 

- To talk, write and draw about things from the past 

Success 

criteria 

- Referring to artefacts 

- Making connections 

Vocabulary Artefact, source, ship, compass, astrolabe, quadrant, portolan chart, caravel ship, explorer 

Sequence  - Images of modern ships, sailors and equipment- what do these images show? Explore use 

of technology, materials used, women/diversity in crew- how do we know these are modern 

vessels and crews? 

- Journey back in time to 1492- will the images of explorers be the same as the modern 

ones? What might be similar/different? 

- Explore full range of pictures/artefacts- unpick vocabulary and purpose of different 

equipment. 

- What do these pictures/artefacts tell us about life for an explorer in 1492? 

- Role play- recruitment drive- we need you, explore the world, lots of treasure to be found… 

- Recap vocabulary (1493 equipment) 

- Independent task 

Plenary: 

- Spotlight world map from 1400s- what do we notice? What is missing? Compare with 

modern world map- which would they rather use for navigation? Why?  

- Why was the 1400s map missing so much of the world? Why were people reluctant to 

explore? Fear of unknown, sea monsters, belief that they would boil if they went south, flat 

Earth- they might fall off the edge.  

Outcome 

/Assessment 

Independent outcome- create a recruitment pack for a 1492 explorers- core qualities, ship, 

equipment- are children using new vocabulary? 



 

 

 

 

Week 2  

Enquiry 

question 

How have maps of the world changed over time? 

Key learning 

objectives 

 

- To sequence artefacts and events that are close together in time 

-To understand that there are reasons why people in the past acted as they did 

To use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as 

well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage. 

Success 

criteria 

- Ordering maps from oldest to most modern 

- Justifying choices 

- Use of world maps to locate countries 

Vocabulary Map, cartographer, globe, atlas 

Sequence - Look at selection of old maps- what do we notice? What is the same/different? Why were 

people scared of exploring (fear of unknown, sea monsters, belief that they would boil if 

they went south, flat Earth- they might fall off the edge). 

- Explore selection of maps, compare with atlases/globes- what was missing? 

-What stands out? Has the shape of the Earth drawn on a map changed over time? What 

impact have explorers had on maps? 

- Topic link- Explorers through time- these maps were their guide to the world- which map 

would give the most accurate representation of an explorer’s journey? 

- Triads- order the maps from earliest to modern- children to justify choices on post it notes 

- Compare different ideas from the children- aim to reach a whole class consensus 

Outcome 

/Assessment 

- Photograph children’s map chronology and historical thinking, make notes in responsive 

journal. 

- Class consensus- display on working wall 

Additional Geography lesson to be taught this week- locating continent and oceans on a map 

Week 3  

Enquiry 

question 

Who was Christopher Columbus? What is his story? 

Key learning 

objectives 

- To order dates from earliest to latest on simple timelines 

- To know and recount episodes from stories and significant events in history 

- To observe and use pictures, photographs and artefacts to find out about the past 

Success 

criteria 

- Chronological awareness 

- Retelling events of Christopher Columbus’ life 

Vocabulary Christopher Columbus, journey, timeline, chronological order 

Sequence Who was Christopher Columbus- why did he go on his voyage? Where was he trying to go? 

Focus on the map that Columbus used to plan his journey- would he end up in China as he 

thought he would? Where did he THINK he was going? 

- Active story telling- Christopher Columbus’ story- images of sources/artefacts on IWB 

- Whole class- what is a timeline? Why is it useful? 

- Create a whole class timeline of Christopher Columbus’ life and travels 

- Children to sequence events for their own timeline in books. 

Outcome/ 

Assessment 

Independent- create timeline of Christopher Columbus’ life and voyages 

Week 4  

Enquiry 

question 

-  Was Christopher Columbus a hero or a villain? 

Key 

learning 

objectives 

- To describe significant individuals from the past 

- To observe and use pictures, photographs and artefacts to find out about the past 



 

 

Success 

criteria 

- Referring to sources 

- Making links 

- Justifying new ideas 

Vocabulary Artefact, source 

Sequence - Recap timeline of Christopher Columbus- what have the children remembered? What are 

their impressions of him as a person- create a class ‘word cloud’ using adjectives to describe 

Columbus. 

- Today we are going to explore different sources that will tell us more about Christopher 

Columbus. What is a source? What can we count as a historical source? Why are they 

important in our understanding of times gone by?  

Spend time unpicking each source as a class- what are our impressions? What does it tell us - 

about Columbus? What questions does it provoke? Use large images on IWB to focus class 

discussion. 

- What do we think of Christopher Columbus now? Create a new/add to word cloud with our 

new impressions of him as a person. 

Outcome/ 

Assessment 

Independent- Christopher Columbus word cloud 

Additional Geography lesson to be taught this week- points of a compass 

Week 5  

Enquiry 

question 

What was life like for Columbus’ crew? 

 

Key learning 

objectives 

 

- To use historical vocabulary to retell simple stories about the past 

- To know and recount episodes from stories and significant events in history 

- To talk, write and draw about things from the past 

Success 

criteria 

-  Talking about events from the story 

-  Drawing on knowledge in writing 

Vocabulary Voyage, journey, quadrant, astrolabe, portolan chart, compass, caravel ship, San Salvador 

Sequence - Active story telling- setting off on voyage, life at sea, discovery of new land. Build in 

vocabulary and images of artefacts. 

- Immersive music- sea storm, tropical seas, creaky ship music, lush forest, beach… 

- How would they feel at different points of the story?  

- Look at images of San Salvador   what features do they notice 

- Children to write a letter home that tells the story of the voyage and the discovery of land. 

Outcome/ 

Assessment 

Independent- writing in role as a crew member- the story of the voyage/discovery of San 

Salvador 

Week 6  

Enquiry 

question 

-  Who should keep the treasures of San Salvador? 

Key learning 

objectives 

 

- To write in role as either Christopher Columbus or a Native American 

-  To use historical vocabulary to retell simple stories about the past 

Success 

criteria 

- Using historical knowledge to justify arguments 

Vocabulary Debate, treasure, privilege  

Sequence - Active storytelling to open session- half class as Columbus’ crew, half as tribe of Native 

Americans... Columbus has found a treasure trove of gold, spices and fruit- who does it 

belong to? 

- Historical sources- Columbus’ diary boasting about his treasure- what do they think? Was it 

his treasure to take? Did he have the right to rename the island? 

- Children to write in role as a member of the group they feel deserves the treasure and the 

land- can they persuade the other side that they are right 



 

ASSESSMENT 
 

 Method of assessment S M 

History  End of unit tests 

 Children’s topic books 

 Responsive Teaching 
Journal Notes 

 Subject assessment 
sheets 

- Ordering events and 
artefacts chronologically 
- Children able to retell 
events in their own words 
- Use of topic specific 
vocabulary 
- Recall of key facts 

- Children making 
links between 
different sources. 
- Children able to 
refer to sources to 
articulate reasoning. 

Geography  End of unit tests 

 Children’s topic books 

 Responsive Teaching 
Journal Notes 

 Subject assessment 
sheets 

- Use of maps to find countries, continents, oceans 
- Use of topic specific vocabulary 
- Awareness of compass points 

 
Science 
 
Working 
scientifically 
 
 
 
Declarative 
knowledge 
 
 
 
 

 End of unit tests 

 Children’s topic books 

 Responsive Teaching 
Journal Notes 

Subject assessment sheets 

- Discussion of seasonal 
changes 
- Seasonal tree artwork and 
discussion 
- Weather investigations 

- Articulate reasons 
for why things 
happen 
- Testing own 
hypotheses  

 
 

RESOURCES 

 

Images of historical and modern ships and equipment, images of old world maps, 
images of Christopher Columbus, ships, San Salvador, sources about Columbus, 
thematic music/sound effects, images of treasure trove, spices, fruits 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Outcome/ 

Assessment 

Independent- write a speech in role as Columbus or a Native American, perform speech to 

class 

Additional Geography lesson to be taught this week- making maps (treasure map link) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 


